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ggrn Concress, Ist Session. 


On motion of Mr. A. JOHNSON, leave was 
ed to the heirs of Thomas A. Russell to | 


| sissippi to New Brunswick, and from the lakes | 





to Bermuda, and had collected much information 





| The question then recurred on agreeing to the 
| resolution. 


at et raw their petition and papers. 1 on the subject; and the House had ordered the ‘| The SPEAKER announced that the morning 
he “ COBB, from the same committee, made an | printing of the document he had prepared, which || hour had expired. 

» . report on the petition of Bennett M. Dell; | document would be useless without the illustra- 1 THE TARIFF. 
ig “h was laid on the table, and ordered to be | tlons by the maps; and shall we now say these ° , 

ns || maps-shall not be published, and thereby lose the || eeu McKAY poe & pas ia of the — 
od Mr STRONG, from the same committee, made value, if any there was, of the labors of this of- i Wi ha . orf ohe U, ~ yer gran we 

adverse report on the petition of Charles S. | ficer? What are we to gain by employing this | | ki a nigh i avift bill © Valen, Via & view Oo 

a. S hews and James Hall; which was laid on the | man if his works are to be suppressed, not | @*!98 up the tart bill. 

Mathe 4 | peed licht? I | el f Upon this motion, the yeas and nays were de- 
g ble and ordered to be printed. |; brought to light: low can the gentleman from deandad ond ordered: end bel k lted 
d Mr. DUNLAP, from the Committee on Com- | Tennessee understandingly vote to not only re- cme 80 a ae oll SS 
e ee, reported a bill for the relief of Barnabas || fuse the printing, but to dismiss the efieer? “Tha |) 722? Svs VE7e Ves SS Owe: 
r Ser and others; which was read twice, and re- | only way to act rationally upon this subject ap- YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Ashe, Atkinson, James Black, 
: , : ; . James A. Black, Blackwell, Bower, Bowlin, Boyd, Milton 
§ dto a Committee of the Whole House. || Pears to be to publish the doings of this officer, Brown, William J. Brown, Burke, Burt, Catlin, Reuben 
: Mr.C. M. REED, from the same committee, || and let them go Lefore the country; and thus will | Chapman, Chappell, Clinton, Cobb, Cross, Cullom, Daniel, 
to which had been referred the bill to provide for | we be able to decide on the utility of this office. a Ps aes ae Fiabhien, Mabey Sommets, 
. t , : ee . aralson, Henley, Herrick, Hopkins, Houston, Hubar 
; improving the entrances into the mouths of the | _— the - “a f Ww bonne renee a Faghes, Wuagirind, Jemesen, Cave Sohacen, Porter @ 
Kalamazoo and Grand rivers, on the eastern coast || the way, and obstruct and render abortive this johnson, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Andrew 


of Lake Michigan, reported the same with an | 
amendment, which was read. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, from the Committee | 
on Public Lands, reported a bill supplementary | 
tothe act entitled ** An act to settle the title to | 
ertain tracts of land in Arkansas,’ approved 11th 
August, 1842; which was read twice, and referred 
tothe Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. D., from the same committee, reported a 
bill for the relief of certain exiles from Poland; | 
which was read twice, and referred to the Com- | 
pittee of the Whole. 

Mr. JAMESON, from the same committee, 
reported the following bills; which were read a | 
frstand second time, and referred to the Com- | 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union: | 

A bill for the relief of certain persons who lost | 
their preémptions under the act of 19th June, | 
1834, by the location of reservations for the chiefs, , 
&e., under the treaty with the Creek Indians of 
1832. 
A bill authorizing the inhabitants of township 
one, of range thirteen east, Seneca county, Ohio, | 
to relinquish certain lands selected for schools, 
and to obtain others in lieu thereof. 

A bill supplemental to the acts of May 22, | 
1826, and May 27, 1840, authorizing the surren- | 
der of bounty lands drawn by soldiers of the last | 
war, and the location of others in lieu thereof. 


_ Mr. SIMONS, from the Committee on Engrav- | 
ing, reported the following resolution; which was 
considered, and agreed to: 
Resolved, ‘hat the Committee on Engraving have en- | 
graved and published twelve hundred and fiity copies of 
the maps accompanying report No. 407, from the Commit 
tee on Military Affairs. 
Mr.S., from the same committee, reported the 
following resolution; which was considered, and 
agreed to: . 
Resolved, That the Committee on Engraving have en- | 
graved and published fifteen hundred copies of each of | 
thirty maps, to be selected by said committee, to accom- 
pany the said document: Provided, That the cost of the 
engraving, printing, lithographing, and paper, for said maps, 
shall uot exceed $1,500. 
Mr. SPENCE, from the Committee on En- 
gtaving, made a report, accompanied by a reso- | 
lution, to publish the maps to accompany the | 


effort of a learned philosopher, and of this Gov- 
ernment, to investigate a subject on which so | 
much interest depends? Shall we follow barba- || 
rians, and reject all propositions for improve- | 
ments ? and especially this on which most of the | 
expense has uae accrued? Shall we condemn | 
the child for not walking before itcreeps? What | 
great improvement has been perfected by the first 
effort? It is but a few years ago that the prop- 
Osition to move a vessel by steam was ridiculed 
to death in a legislative body; a canal bnriesqued 
as a great mud ditch; and locomotives to run 
twenty miles an hour were only in the imagina- 
tions of cracked brains. For my part, I have no 
feeling in this matter but to do justice to the of- 
ficer and to the country. 

To do justice to the first, then, let us publish 
his works, performed under our employment, by 
which only we shall be able to judge of his merit; 


and let us do ourselves the justice to make use of | 


the researches of our officer, for which most of 

the expense is already incurred. Let us do jus- 

tice to all, by a reasonable liberality; and by 

showing some regard to the works of a philoso- | 
pher whose merits are acknowledged, not only 

by the most distinguished and learned men in our | 
own country, but by the most distinguished phi- | 
losophers in Europe. ‘Shall it be said, sir, that | 
we turn our backs on those devoted to science ? | 
that this Congress closes its eyes, like barbari- | 
ans, on philosophy? and rejects improvements 
attempted to be made by a preceding Congress? 
Indeed, sir, if fault is to be found in expense on 
this subject, it must be ascribed to the last, and | 
not to this Congress. 

Sir, let me say, once for all, that while I watch 
the box, you need not be alarmed at the squan- | 
dering of money; and I bind myself that your | 
map and chart printing shall not amount to one | 
fourth what it has for past years. If these maps | 


had been published, as proposed at the com- | 


mencement of the session, and as such work has 


been heretofore done, it would cost the Govern- |! 
ment probably $40,000. This, lam happy to say, |) 
had an influence in Perens and I believe || 


| 


all can be published which is hecessary to ac- 
complish the object, for $1,500; and to dismiss | 


Kennedy, Preston King, Kirkpatrick, Labranche. Leonard, 
Lewis, Lucas, Maclay, Me Dowell, McKay, Murphy, Nor- 
ris, Owen, Payne, Pratt, Purdy, Rathbun, David 8S. Reid, 
Reding, Retfe, Rhett, Roberts, Robinson, Simpson, Steen- 
rod, Stetson, Stiles, Stone, Strong, Sykes, Taylor, Thomp- 
son, Tibbatts, Tucker, Weller, Wentworth, Wheaton, 
Woodward, and Joseph A. Wright—80. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbou, Adams, Baker, Barringer, Ber- 
nard, Bidlack, Brengle, Jacob Brinkerhoff, Brodhead, Jere- 
miah Brown, Buffington, Cary, Carroll, Cansin, Chilton, 
Clinch, Clingman, Cranston, Dana, Darragh, Garrett Davis, 
Deberry, Dellet, Dickey, Dickinson, Ellis, Fish, Foot, 
French, Giddings, Willis Green, Bryam Green, Grinnell, 
Grider, Harper, Hays, Hubbell, Hudson, James B. Hunt, 
Charlies J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Irvin, Jenks, 
John P. Kennedy, Lyva, McCausien, McClelland, Mecll- 
vaine, Marsh, Edward J. Morris, Morse, Moseley, Nes, 
Newton, Parmenter, Patterson, Elisha R. Potter, Emery D. 
Potter, Preston, Ramsey, Charles M. Reed, Ritter, Rock- 
well, Rodney, Rogers, Sampic, Schenck, Severance, David 
L. Seymour, John T. Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Spence, 
Andrew Stewart, John Stewart, Summers, Tyler, Vance, 
Vinton, Wethered, White, Williams, Winthrop, Wittiam 
Wright, and Yost—84. 


So the House refused to go into the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


HARBORS AND RIVERS. 


Mr. TIBBATTS moved a suspension of the 
rules to enable him to offer a resolution to take 
the bill making appropriations for certain harbors 
and rivers out of committee at two o’clock this 
day. 

Mr. ROGERS moved to amend by extending 
the time to three o’clock. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON demanded the previous 
question; but being informed that the subject of 
the resolution was not the western harbor bill, he 
withdrew the demand. 

The question was put on suspending the rules; 
and a division being called, sixty-five rose in the 
affirmative. 

Mr. REDING then demanded the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered; and being taken, re- 
sulted—yeas 88, nays 62. 

The rules having been suspended by this vote, 
| Mr. TIBBATTS offered the foliowing resolu- 
tion; which was read: 

Resolved, That all debate in the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union on House bill (No. 203,) 


| 
| 


|| making appropriations for certain harbors and rivers, shall 


cease at four o’clock, p. m.,this day, (if the committee shall 


the officer, and omit to publish his work, is to | not sooner come to a conclusion upon the same ;) and the 


a ; . ; || committee shal! then proceed to vote on such amendments 
me undignified in this body, and an evidence of || as may be pending, or offered to the same ; and shall then 
a pertinacious adherence to the standard of knowl- || report it to the House, with such amendments as may have 


edge at which we have attained, instead of ad- |, been agreed to by the commitiee. 


a 
ee 

; 
oa 


report of the War Department, illustrating the 
theory of storms. 


Mr. C. JOHNSON moved to amend the reso- 


lution to print the maps, by striking out all after 
the word ** resolved,” and insert a substitute to 
discontinue this office in the War Department, 
and urged that it was useless. 

Mr. SIMONS replied by saying that perhaps 
ho man in the House would be less likely to chase 
idle experiments, and to be governed by the 
Winds, and to be affected by storms, than he was; 
that his eodatinne had been strong against enter- 
taining this subject; but he confessed to be open 
‘© conviction, and ready to consider propositions 
orimprovement. He had given the subject con- 

eration, and was convinced tat the author | 
Was a scientific man, and wise on the subject he | 

prepared under his appointment; that this | 
officer had been employed under a large salary, 
had established extensive inquiries, from the Mis- 








vancing; and evincing thereby an unphilosoph- | 
ical condition incompatible with our land of lib- 
erty and light, and at the same time doing great | 


injustice to a disinterested and distinguished phi- | 
losopher, who has spent a life and fortune insci- || 


entific researches. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON moved to strike out the ori- 
ginal resolution, and insert a substitute in the form 
of a joint resolution; which proposed to abolish 
the office of meteorologist, which is attached to 
the office of Surgeon General. 

Mr. HOPKINS moved the previous question; 
which was sustained by the Slaten 

Mr. C. JOHNSON called for the yeas and nays 
on his amendment, and they were ordered; and 
being taken, resulted—yeas 75, nays 86. 

So the amendment was not adopted. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE expressed his strong ob- 
jections to the resolution, and to the hurrying so 
important a bill through, embracing a variety of 
details, without discussion. If the bill was to be 
taken out of committee at two o’clock, the two 
| gentlemen who might first obtain che floor, might 
| consume the whole time allowed for debate in 

expressing their own views on it, while no one 

would be permitted to reply to them, Besides, 

it was not so certain that this bill would be taken 
up when the House resolved itself into the Com- 
| mittee of the Whole, for the committee would 
| then have the power to give the preference to any 
other bill. He considered the House pledged by 
the vote it gave the other day, to take up the 
| tariff bill to-day; and he should make a motion 
| to that effect as soon as the House resolved itself 
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into the Committee of the Whole. Having bee 
unfortunately absent when the vote was taken 


this morning to go into the Committee of the || into the Committee of the Whole where debate | please. 


Whole on that bill, he wished to have an oppor- 
tunity of placing himself in the position he would 
have stood had he been present. 

Mr. WHITE called the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia to order, on the ground that the question 
being one of priority of business, was not debat- 
able. 


Mr. PAYNE contended that the debate was in | 


order, and expressed the hope that a bill making 
such large appropriations would not be passed 
through with so limited a discussion as that res- 
olution allowed. 

The SPEAKER decided that the question was 
not, sorrenty speaking, one of a priority of 
business. Th 


but that depended upon the contingency whether 
the committee should decide upon taking it up. 
The question therefore was debatable. 


Mr. PAYNE made some remarks in opposi- | 


tion to the resolution. He had always been op- 
posed to these gags; and he appealed to the Dem- 
ocratic party not to follow the example of the 
Whig Congress in enforcing them. The majority 
of that House professed the er that the 
people had a right to understand their action here, 


and should, therefore, allow full liberty of debate, | day, would show the importance and necessity | 


particularly on such important subjects as this, 
where the most extravagant appropriations were 


made. This gag system had commenced with | 
the Whig Congress, and nothing had injured | 


them so much with the people as that, and the 
oppressions they practiced under it. 
Mr. WHITE did not concur in the opinion of 


the Chair that this was a debatable question; but | 


as it was decided to be so, he would take the oc- 
casion to say a few words in reply to the gentle- 


man from Alabama, [Mr. Payne.] The gentle- || 
man had alluded to the history of these gag-laws; 


but he was mistaken in one point. He admitted 
that the gentleman had always been opposed to 
them; but he would tell him that their origin was 
not in the Twenty-Seventh Congress; the gentle- 
man would have to vo further back, to the Dem- 
ocratic Twenty-Sixth Congress, to find their 


commencement. It was astonishing to him that | 


it should have escaped the attention of the gen- 
tleman from Alabama that the rule to enable the 
House to go into Committee of the Whole at any 
time was established by the Twenty-Sixth Con- 
gress. If he looked back to that time, he would 
find that the ny of that Congress, finding 
themselves unable to bring the session to a close 
by the dispatch of the public business, were the 
first to adopt that rule. The Whigs of the next 
Congress not only adopted the same rule, but they 
improved upon it; for they added a rule to enable 
the majority to take a bill out of committee when 
they sloneed. They did more. They adopted a 
rule by which each member was restricted to one 


ocratic party had abused so much as tyrannical 
and oppressive, had been adopted bya Democratic 
Congress. He was one of those who held that 
the majority of the House were responsible for 
its action; and that, being thus held responsible, 


' they should have the means of carrying their 


measures through in a reasonable time. It was 


for this reason that he advocated the adoption of | 


these rules in the Twenty-Seventh Congress. 


Mr. RHETT denied the correctness of the his- || 
torical statements of the gentleman from Ken- | 


tucky. He denied that the Democratic party had 
struck down the liberty of debate on this floor. 


Mr. WHITE inquired if the gentleman from || 


South Carolina denied that the Democratic party 
first established the rule by which a mere majori- 


ty could go into the Committee of the Whole, and | 


stop debate ? 


Mr. RHETT replied that, while a question was | 


before the House, a majority could sustain the 
»evious question; but, in the Committee of the 
Vhole, the privilege of debate existed in its full- 
est extent. How, then, could it be said that a 
motion which simply gave priority of business, 
wus a striking down of debate? Had the gentle- 
mun forgotten how the Democratic majority sat 
week after week'on the independent Treasury bill: 
Hiad he forgotten that they sat until eleven and 
twelve o’clock at night, and occasionally until 
three o’elock in the morning? The Democrats 





e resolution prescribed the time of | 
taking the bill out of the Committee of the Whole; | 
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| then did not strike down debate. They passed a 
| rule by which a majority could resolve the House 


existed, and where the minority had the oppor- 
tunity to make such speeches as they thought 
proper. But the other party amended that rule, 
| and determined that a majority should not only 
| give priority of certain business, but to take a 
} bill out of committee at a fixed and specified time; 
| and there it was that the privilege of debate was 
| stricken down. He spoke at some length on the 
| threatened dangers of such an exercise of power. 
| Mr. TIBBATTS obtained the floor. 
| Mr. WHITE requested his colleague to yield 
the floor to him for a few minutes. 
|| Mr. TIBBATTS said he could not do so. He 
then proceeded to remark that the rules under 
consideration were adopted in 1842, by a Whig 
Congress, and at the commencement of the pres- 
ent Congress they were stricken out; but, since 
that time, the majority of the House had seen 
they could not get along with the business of the 
House without readopting those rules. The ma- 
jority of this House were responsible to the peo- 
ple of this country for the waste of the public 
| time on this floor, and the people would hold 
| them responsible for it. He was satisfied the 
debate which had arisen on this proposition to- 
day, and on another proposition of a preceding 





of these rules. They had too much debate in 
this House, and too great a waste of time in con- 
sequence. Why, hardly any proposition could 
arise, but the House ran into a party debate, 
| which had nothing to do with the business before 
them. Believing that the people would hold them 
| responsible for such a waste of time, he now 
moved the previous question. 
‘ Mr. WHITE said he hoped it would be voted 
own. 
Mr. ADAMS desired to make some remarks. 
Mr. TIBBATTS said he should be glad to in- 
_dulge the gentleman from Massachusetts; but 
there were other bills on which gentlemen could 
make their speeches. 
The SPEAKER put the question on second- 
ing the demand for the previous question, and 
| fifty-eight voted in the affirmative. 
|| _ Pending the counting of the votes in the nega- 
|| tive, 
|| Mr. SCHENCK called for tellers. 
| ‘Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. CHapman 
and WIiInTHROP were appointed. 
} The question was takén; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 62, noes 74. 
|| So the previous question was not seconded. 
| Mr. ADAMS then proceeded to address the 
|| House; but for a long time he was wholly inau- 
dible. He had always, he said, voted against all 
restriction upon debate. He voted against the 
| one hour rule, though he confessed it was, at 
| times, productive of favorable results. Layinga 


another restriction upon the freedom of debate; 
| and another was the previous question, by which 
| a member could virtually offer two resolutions at 
1 once, the one the substantial resolution proposed 
}| to be adopted, and the other a resolution that the 


|, vote should be taken without debate. What, | 
| adopt a resolution that a bill which had not yet || 
| been before the committee shall be taken out of || 


committee within two hours? Sir, I cry you 
‘mercy. He could see no necessity for fixing a 

time for taking it outof committee. Let the sub- 
ject be debated. 

Mr. WELLER rose, he said, for the purpose 
| of demanding the previous question. 

Mr. WHITE, who was endeavoring to obtain 
the floor, contended that the gentleman from Ohio 
could not be entitled to the floor for any other 
purpose than to debate the question. 

Mr. WELLER repeated that he rose for the 
purpose of demanding the previous question; but 
if the debate was to be continued, he would go 
| on and take his turn now. 
| Mr. WHITE inquired whether the floor had 
| been awarded to the gentleman from Ohio? 

The SPEAKER responded that the gentleman 
| from Ohio claimed the floor on the ground that 


the gentleman from Kentucky had already ad- | 


| dressed the House on this subject. 

| Mr. WHITE. Does the gentleman take the 
| floor for the purpose of debating the question? 

| Mr. WELLER. I do not like to be inter- 





|| question upon the table without debate, was | 
hour in debate. This very rule, which the Dem- || 











_ April 9, 
House; you may 
not, just as yoy 


| rupted. Iam addressing the 
| call it debating the question or 





The gentleman from Kentucky had read th 
| other side of the House quite a lecture upon ” 
| subject of the adoption of the rule cuttine a . 
the privilege of debate. He meant that bra Wn 
| of the rule which gives to a majority the peiviee 
| of going into Committee of the Whole. M, We 
/ related the circumstances under which that bran h 
of the rule was adopted. When the independe, 
Treasury bill was under debate in that Henn, 
during the Twenty-Sixth Congress, though ;), 
| Democratic party had a majority in the House, 
_who were exceedingly anxious to pass the jj)! 
|| yet they could not go into Committee of the 
| Whole upon it, because a vote of two thirds ee 
required. When the Twenty-Seventh Congress 
| convened, having a Whig majority, among the 
| first resolutions passed was one giving to the ma- 
| jority the right, not only to prescribe the prio. 
ity of business, but to terminate a debate at their 
pleasure. Yes, at the extra session, when th» 
| party to which he belonged happened to be in, 
lank and lean minority, it was resolved that, by 
| the vote of a bare majority, the minority shoujq 
|, be gagged—claiming in vain the privilege, not of 
| defeating measures, or of delaying action, but to 
be permitted to speak. 
If that hour rule had been adopted, the voice 
| of the minority would not have been heard that 
session at all. He thought he had his eye on q 
gentleman who spoke two or three days in a de. 
bate, and could speak six if there was no limita. 
tion to debate. Now, he would leave it to the 
'| country, if the gentlemen on the Whig side of 
|| the House had any reason to complain? We gave 
|| to the majority the right to fix the priority of busi. 
| ness. They gave to the og the right to stop 
| debate. When we came here at the Twenty. 
Eighth Congress, we adopted the same rule. | 
| would extend to political opponents the same |ib- 
| erty that they gave to us. We had to endure 
| three sessions under their gag rules; and I wanted 
them, at this Congress, to realize the benefits of 
it themselves. He was opposed to the resolution 
‘before the House, and should vote against it, 
Ordinarily, he would not stop debate so long as 
‘it could be confined to the subject before the 
_ House; but when that could not be done, the mi- 
nority have no right to continue it. The majority 
| was responsible for the business of the House, 
and the people would hold them to that respons- 
ibility. They should, therefore, have the power 
to control the business of the House; but that 
power should be used with discretion. 
Mr. W. concluded by moving to lay the reso- 
| lution on the table. 
The motion was carried without a division. 
Mr. ELMER moved to suspend the rules to 
| go into the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 
The motion was agreed to. 
| Mr. ELMER moved to take up bill No. 23, 
making improvements for certain harbors and 
rivers. 
(This bill makes appropriations for harbors 
and rivers in the eastern portion of the United 
States. The one acted on the other day was for 
western rivers and harbors. 
os Mr. DROMGOOLE moved to take up the tariff 
|, bill. 
|| The question was first put on Mr. Exmen’s 
|| motion; and it was adopted—ayes 86, noes 33. 
| The bill was then read through; after which it 
|| was taken up by clauses, and the committee 
| having proceeded as far as the clause making ap- 
| propriations for Connecticut, 
| Mr. SIMONS moved to amend the bill by 
|| adding an appropriation of $15,000 to complete 
| the improvement at the mouth of the harbor at 
| 
| 











| Bridgeport, Connecticut, and addressed the com- 
"mittee in a few remarks in explanation and sup- 
port of the amendment. 
| Mr. HOLMES observed that the remarks of 
| the gentleman gave him an opportunity of doing 
| what he had never done before—that is, of de- 
fining his position. The committee, as the gen- 
tleman had said, were unanimous, with one ex- 
ception, in regard to that amendment; and he 
' would agree that, if the bill passed, this amend- 
"ment ought to be adopted; but it was due to him- 
self to say distinctly that he dissented in toto 
| from every item in the bill. He believed that this 
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stem, if carried out, (and there appeared to be 
MT isposition to carry it out,) would require an 
wyenditure of money that the country little 
ee ed of. The Treasury might be improved 
by all the means and facilities within the power 
} Congress; the tariff might be increased; the 
© lie ode might be put _ at public auction, 
Pd even direct taxation migh 
re jtwould not carry on this system of national 


improvements to the extentthat its friends carved 


out. He had hoped that this system had received |) 


its quietus years ago; but it seemed like the giant 


of old, i ; 
fall; and he warned gentlemen, if it continued to 
goon as he feared it would, that the most disas- 
ious consequences would ensue. He felt himself 
jound to declare that, from the liberal mannerin 
yhich the committee had acted on this subject, 
snd from the liberal spirit shown by the South 
on a former bill, there was growing up disposi- 
tion to make this union of States a vast consol- 
dated —e take from the people the means 
of controlling their expenditures. The conse- 
gences must be that the rr treasury must be 
died, per fas aut nefas, and the whole country will 
ve brived with the money unjustly wrung from 


nota portion of this country which has not an 
inducement held out to vote for it. With respect 
to the appropriations themselves, he would ob- 
grve that the committee had examined the whole 
of them with the most scrupulous care, with a 
yew to their usefulness and importance. If it 
ws proper for the Government to make these 
improvements, he must acknowledge that the bill 
was Very eee and impartially framed. 
But while this Congress was retrenching the ex- 

nditures on the most important establishments 


of the country—cutting down the Army and cut- || 


ting down the Navy—he would ask the friends 
of economy in the House if they were willing to 
begin this new system, which would require mil- 
lions for its commencement and untold millions 
forits prosecution. He trusted that the friends 
of State rights, if there were any left, would 
resist this measure in the beginning; and he 
trusted that the Democracy would define their 
positions as he did, and tell them whether such 
measures should pass. 


Mr. PAYNE asked for the reading of the || 


amendment. 

The Clerk read it. 

Mr. PAYNE then observed that upon that 

roposition he rose to address the committee. 
He trusted, however, that he should be permitted 
to deviate a little from the main question with 
the view of continuing his answer to the remarks 
of the gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Davis,] 
which he commenced a few days ago on a bill 
very similar to the one before the House. It 
would be recollected by the House that he was 
cut off by the hour rule just in the middle of his 
remarks, and that he had had no oon 
since of continuing them. When interrupted, 
he was saying that the Whig party of 1844 were 
as destitute of a common principle to bind them 
together, as the Whig party of 1840. As it was 
not his purpose to consume the time of the House 
unnecessarily, he would proceed at once to the 
— of his assertion. In order to do that, he 

eged leave to call the attention of the commit- 
tee to what has been published in the State which 
he had the honor, in part, to represent. 

He would read from the Eutaw Whig—a re- 
spectable Whig paper, published in his own dis- 
tnet, and so devoted to Mr. Clay that it was not 
likely to misrepresent him. He then read sev- 
eral articles of Whig faith, as they were pro- 
fessed in Alabama; he afterwards read a profes- 
sion of Whig faith in Maryland, and again in 

ennsylvania, to show that the Whig faith and 
Whig doctrines were not alike in any two States 
ofthis Union. It was evident there was no com- 
mon principle on which the Whig party stood, 
but each one fought on his own hook—proving 
conclusively that that party was as destitute of 
Principles on which to stand or fall in the contest 
of 1844 as they were in 1840. Why, he remem- 

red very well, that if he asked, in 1840, what 
the Whig principles were? he was answered in 
& couplet of doggerel, (for which the Whig party 
Seemed to have a great affection:) 


“ We go for Tippecanoe, and Tyler too 
Without 8 why or whcretore.”? , 









to have risen with fresh vigor from its || 


| 


} 


been sent over this country under franks from | 
| Washington, from which he requested the Clerk | 
_to read a specimen of its versification. 

| 
| had better have it sung. 


tbe resorted to, and || 


| hurrah, hurrah, hurrah !”’ 


| had been read would show that the canvass has 
| been opened; and it was apparent it was to be a 
| second edition of the contest of 1840. And what 
| were to be the principles of the contest of 1844? | 
| Why, “ hurrah, hurrah, hurrah!’’ (Laughter. } 
| He was grieved to see the degrading means re- 
| sorted to to influence the American people; it | 
| was exceedingly unpleasant to him, and deeply | 
| wounded his national pride. Contrasted with the | 
| spirit which animated our forefathers who | 
achieved our national independence, it was a di- | 
| rect insult to the intelligence of the 
| to those illustrious men who established a free 
them. Look at this bill, said Mr. H.; there is || 





| shown a few days ago that the public debt on the | 
| 4th of March, 1841, when Mr. Van Buren’s ad- 


| $8,379,059 81. 
| contracted during Mr. Van Buren’s term, but of | 


| by General Jackson, and the debts dating back | 


hoped the gentleman from Pennsylvania would | 


| people to govern themselves. 
| trait of Washington) could look down and see | 


| not to the enlightened judgment of the people, but | 
| to their passions and prejudices—a party 
| principles were * hurrah, hurrah, hurrah 
| would be his feelings? If, again, the distinguished | 
| foreigner on the left of the chair, (La Fayette, ) 
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He held in his hand a copy of a book of songs, | 
called the National Whig Minstrel; which had | 


Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL suggested that they | 
Mr. PAYNE acquiesced in the suggestion, and | 


lead off. os 
The Clerk then read a song—* For Henry Clay | 


Mr. PAYNE resumed. The doggerel which 


people, and 


Government, in reliance on the capability of the | 
If the venerated 
form on the right of the Speaker’s chair (the por- 


a party appealing for the attainment of power, 


whose | 
*—what | 


who abandoned wealth, friends, connections, and | 
home itself; threw himself into the midst of the | 
battle, for a people to whom he was a stranger, | 
that they might be free—if he could look from 

the canvas and be conscious of passing events, 


degrading appeals which were made to the Amer- 
ican people? Or, if the figure above the Speaker’s 
chair, representing the Genius of Liberty, could | 
know the extremities to which a party was dis- | 


| what would he think and feel on witnessing the 


posed to go in degradation under our free institu- | 
tions, how deeply would she blush for the dis- 
raceful stain on the cause of liberty, which, in | 
its effects, must be tremendous and fearful. He | 
was satisfied, however, that the day was at hand | 
when the people would arise and prove that they | 
were fit for freedom, and that they would show | 
that their principles were based in intelligence, 
and that they were not so besotted as to admit 
them to consist in ‘‘ hurrah, hurrah, hurrah !’’ 
He had now done with his defense of the Dem- 
ocratic party, and with his remarks for the Whig | 
party, and he should now be more specific; he | 
designed to charge on the leader of the Whig | 
party—Mr. Clay himself—with having increased | 
the national debt, in less than two years, upwards | 
of $19,000,000; and that, too, under the most ex- | 
ress and explicit declaration throughout this | 
nion, of economy and retrenchment. He had | 


ministration terminated, amounted to the sum of 
He spoke not alone of the debt 


the whole debt of the nation—of that left unpaid | 


to the period of the Revolution. 
Such, then, was the entire debt on the 4th of | 
March, 1841; but what was it in nine short suc- | 
ceeding months? Why, they found it swelled to | 
$14,728,085 70; and in less than two years from 
the commencement of Whig rule, it was swollen 
to $27,387,221 61. Deduct, then, from this | 
amount the public debt as the Whigs found it, 
and there was the sum of $19,010,161 80 added in | 
two years by an Administration which came into | 
power under the most solemn pledges to a course | 
of economy and retrenchment. 
He also charged on Mr. Clay the doing of that | 
which he charged as a serious offense against the 
Democratic party. Who did not recollect the 
oft-repeated charge that the Democrats had placed 

| the Treasury of the Union in the breeches pocket 
| of the Executive? Much political capital was 
| sought to be made by the Whigs in that accusa- 
| tion; and 7% how soon, after the acquisition of 
| power, did they turn round, repudiate all their 
| previous professions, and by repealing the inde- 
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pendent Treasury law, do that which they charged 
as a crime on the Democrats—place the treasure 


of the nation in the keeping of the President of 
the United States? It was not his intention to 
censure Mr. Tyler; but he must express his as- 
tonishment that he should be thus put in posses- 


|| sion of the Treasury of this Union by a party that 


had denounced him as dishonest, and asa traitor. 

He charged further, that this nation was dis- 
graced by Mr. Clay, by the passage of the bank- 
rupt law—for, though not its author, Mr. Clay 
was the principal instrument in occasioning its 
passage—the pone of an act whose provisions 
were so signally condemned by the people, that 
its very authors were compelled to repeal it with 
as much precipitancy as it was enacted. And 
what next did the Whig Congress do? and what 
therefore was Mr. Clay’s responsibility? The 
distrivution law was passed; and a most absurd 
law that was, which gave away a source of rev- 
enue while the nation was in debt—a debt which 
had fearfully increased, as he had shown, at the 
rate of near one million dollars per month. 

He here reviewed the means he which this na- 
tion acquired this domain, and the Territories of 
Louisianaand Florida, and the purposes for which 
it was ceded, and then proceeded. And yet this 
resolution, passed at the instance of Mr. Clay, 
was for giving to the States indiscriminately all 
the public lands, both those acquired by the na- 
tional Treasury and those acquired by the States. 
What claim had Congress upon those lands not 
ceded by the States to the General Government? 
It was neither more nor less than a proposition 
to distribute not only the public lands but the 
public treasure. It did not provide for the dis- 
tribution of the net revenue arising from the sales 
of the public lands; but the expenses ee 
incurred in making these sales are included. 
Hence it was under the guise of a simple prozo- 
sition to distribute the public lands—a proposi- 
tion, in substance and in fact, to distribute the 
public revenue. This he charged upon Mr. we 
the Whig candidate for the Presidency. e 
also charged Mr. Clay with being the cause of 
the passage of the tariff of 1842, the most oppres- 
sive, unjust, and iniquitous tariff bill that ever 
was passed by an American Congress—a tariff 
which was extremely oppressive upon the poorer 
classes, while it favored the wealthy. 

Mr. P. read from the scale of duties, showing 
the disparity between the duties upon articles of 
common necessity and articles of luxury. Such 
was the tariff bill advocated by Mr. Clay while 
he was declaring himself in favor of the compro- 
mise act of 1832. He held that Mr. Clay had 
not acted fairly on the subject. He would apply 
no abusive epithet to any one, and he used there- 
fore the mildest. possible term. 

Mr. P. proceeded to adduce various instances 
of inconsistency on the part of Mr. Clay. 

Mr. SUMMERS moved that the committee 
rise. 

Upon this motion the votes were taken by 
tellers, and there were—ayes 52, noes 66. 

So the committee refused to rise. 

After afew remarks from Messrs. WHITE 
and McCLELLAND, the amendment was adopt- 


ed. 

Mr. ROGERS offered to amend the bill by add - 
ing an appropriation of $5,000 for White Hall 
harbor, on Lake Champlain. 

The question being put on this motion, there 
were—ayes 44, noes 43. 

No quorum voting, . 

On motion of Mr. HAMMETT, the commit- 
tee rose, and reported progress. 

The House adjourned. 





The following petitions presented to-day were handed to 
the reporters by the members presenting them : 


By Mr. WETHERED: The petition of James Mahrol> 
James Standiford, and one hundred others, farmers, mie- 
chanics, and manufacturers, in the vicinity of Franklin- 
ville, Baltimore county, Maryland, praying Congress to let 
well enough alone, and not interfere with the present tariff, 
which is working like a charm. 

By Mr. RAMSEY : The petition of John B. Seidel, Ja- 
cob W. Grove, and eighty-five others, citizens of Lebanon 
county, Pennsylvania; also, the petition of James Johnson, 
WiNliam Wolfinger, and forty others, citizens of Schuy!l- 
kill county, Pennsylvania; also, the petition of Peter Mil- 
ler, W. J. Robinson, and min aoel ow me aoa of 
Dauphin county, Pennsyivani protestin nat any 
ieesemnes of the anit of 1842. 

By Mr. RELFE: The 


tition of Richard Brown, sr. 
and’ David White, of Missouri ye of 


» asking the privilege of 
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changing certain entries on public lands, made by them '| shire county, Massachusetts, setting forth the 


through error; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

By Mr. PETTIT: The petition of R. A. Chandier and 
nine others, ciuzens of Warren county, Indiana, praying 





——_—. 


| advantages of the tariff act of 1842, and remon- 
| strating against the passage of the bill reported 
by the Committee of Ways and Means, in the 


the improvement of the Wabash river; which was referred | House of Representatives; which were referred 


to the Committee on Public Lands. 


By Mr. KENNEDY, of Indiana: The petition of a large || 


number of citizens of the county of Carroll, State of Indi 


to the Committee on Finance. 
_Mr. ARCHER presented a petition numerously 


ana, praying Congress to inquire into the alleged abuses of | signed by citizens of Richmond, Virginia, pray- 


power by the * Algerines”’ of Khode Island, and to guaranty 
to the people of that State the principles of government 
established in this country by the revolutionary struggle. 

By Mr. DEAN: The petition of H. E. Smith and sixty 
others, citizens of Wayne county, Indiana, praying Con 
gress to extend the provisions of the ordinance of 1787, 
regulating the northwest territory, over the territory of 
Oregon; which was referred to the Committee on Territo 
ries. 

By Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin: The memorial of a part 
of the Oneida nation of Indians, residing in Brown county, 
territory of Wisconsin, asking Congress to purchase their 
lands, heretofore secured to them by treaty stipulations with 
the United States; which was referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

By Mr. STEWART, of Pennsylvania: A number of me- 
morials numerously signed by citizens of Pennsylvania, 
remonstrating against any change in the tariff of 1842, and 
yrotesing against the bill reported by the Committee of 

Vays and Means,as alike destructive to all the great inter- 
ests of the country—agricultural, mechanical, and manu- 
facturing. 

By Mr. THOMPSON: The petition of W. C. Sutton and 
sixty two others, praying an appropriation to remove the bar 
in the channel in Pass Christian; which was referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

By Mr. RITTER : Two memorials from citizens of Berks 
county, Pennsylvania, praying that no change whatever be 
made in the tariff of 1642, until experience shall have de 
monstrated that such change will be for the better. 

By Mr. ROCKWELL: The petition of twenty citizens 
of South Williamstown, Maseachusetts, for reduction of 
the rates of postage, and abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, the remonstrance of one hundred and Uurty-nine 
citizens of Lee, Massachusetts, against the passage of an 
international copy right law. 

By Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania: Two memorials of 
similar import, signed by citizens of Lancaster county, 
Pennsylvania, without distinction of political parties, pray- 
ing Congress to make no alteration in the existing tariff. 

By Mr. JENKS: Two memorials signed by one hundred 
and ten citizens of Lehigh, Pennsylvania, praying that no 
alteration be made in the present protective tariff 

Also, the petition of Philip Sehi, for an increase of bis 
pension. 

By Mr. NES: The petition of William Pumme! and nu- 
merous other citizens of Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, 
praying Congress not to intertore with the tariff taw of 1842, 
and to abstain from all leg! inuou on the subject. 

By Mr. TIBBATTS : ‘The petition of the heirs of Philip 
R. Rice, deceased, Jate of the county of Bracken, Ken 
tucky, praying compensation for a vessel lost in the service 
of the United States in the war of the Revolution ; which 
was referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

By Mr. BOWLIN: The petition of R. J. McEthenny and 
seventy two others, citizens of Green county, Missouri, 
praying appropriations for the improvement of the western 
waters; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

By Mr. DUNLAP: The petition of citizens and ship- | 
owners of Portland and Elizabeth, Maine, praying an ap- 

ropriation for buoys on Trundy’s Reef and Broad Cove 
ock ; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition of Lansing B. 
Nichols and one hundred others, citizens of Littefort, Lake 
county, [linois, praying for the improvement of the west- 
ern waters ; which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

Also, the petition of Wyatt Carr and seventy-five others, 
citizens of Aurora, Kane county, Ulinois, praying for the 
game; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


IN SENATE. 
Wenpnespay, -pril 10, 1844. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the | 
Senate messages from the President of the United 
States, transmitting reports from the Secretary of 
the Treasury and Postmaster General, in compli- 
ance with a resolution of the Senate of the 23d | 
February, 1843, accompanied by catalogues of 
the books, newspapers, maps, &c., in those De- | 
partments. | 

On motion of Mr. ALLEN they were ordered 
to lie on the table. 

PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. EVANS presented a memorial from Sam- 
uel Wheeler and others, merchants and ship- 
owners of Eastport, Maine, praying that foreign 
merchandise imported into the ports of Eastport 


ing that the principles of the present tariff may 
not be changed by any sort of legislation, Mr. 
|A.remarked that the impression obtains very 
' generally that this was not the sentiment of any 
portion of the country south of the Potomac, and 
as the petition was chants he hoped it would be 
read, printed, and referred to the Committee on 
| Finance; which was accordingly done. 

Mr. BARROW presented a petition from Ann 

Lee, the widow of C.S.*Lee, praying permission 
| to complete the entry of back preémption claim 
| to certain lands in township ten, range twelve, 
Louisiana, under the act of 15th June, 1832; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public 
ands. 

Mr. MILLER presented a memorial from Col- 
onel Stewart and others, citizens of Warren coun- 
ty, New Jersey, praying that no change may be 

| made in the tariff law of 1842; which was referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. MERRICK presented a petition from Han- 
nah Taylor and Rachael Taylor, heirs and daugh- 

ters of the late Dr. Christopher Taylor, a sur- 

geon’s mate in the army of the Revolution, 

praying commutation pay; which was referred to 
| the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Also, a memorial from A. Williams and one 
| hundred and eighteen others, legal voters of West 

Monroe, Oswego county, New York, asking that 
the postage may be ain to the uniform rate 
of three cents; that there may be a proportionate 
reduction on pamphlets and newspapers; and that 
the franking privilege may be entirely abolished; 
| which was ordered to lie on the table. 
| Mr. PEARCE presented a memorial from E. 
| T. Mitchell and seventy others, citizens of the 
| United States, remonstrating against the passage 
| of any international copyright law; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE presented a petition from 

| D. F. Hill, praying that the farming and mineral 
| lands belonging to the United States may be des- 
| ignated, so that the farming lands may be sold 
| without affecting the interest of persons engaged 
| in mining operations, 
Mr. W. remarked that the subject of the peti- 
| tion was one of deep interest to the United States, 
/ and incurs much consideration; which he hoped 
| the committee would give it. 

On motion of Mr. W., it was 

Ordered, That all the petitions on the files on this sub- 
ject be taken therefrom, and, with this, be referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. TAPPAN presented a memorial from H. 
| G. Weaver and others, citizens of Springfield, 
| Summit county, Ohio, remonstrating against the 
/ annexation of Texas to the United States; which 
| was ordered to lie onthe table, to be taken there- 

from and referred to the Committee on Foreign 


|| Relations in case the subject shall be presented to 


the consideration of the Senate. 


| from Levi Nill and a large number of respectable 
| citizens of the commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
setting forth as the advantages of the tariff act of 
1842, that it had revived the business, and had 


| given employment to the labor and industry of || 


the country; and praying that no change may be 
made in its provisions until experience had de- 
monstrated, from ascertained facts, that such 
change would be for the better. 
Mr. C. said he took particular satisfaction in 
| presenting the memorial to the Senate, concurring, 
as he did, in sentiment with the memorialists, 
| as to the beneficial effects that law had had on 
| the business and industry of the country; that it 


and Lubec may be entitled to drawback when || had signally fulfilled the brightest and most san- 
exported; which was referred to the Committee || guine anticipations of its friends, and disap- 


on Commerce. 

Also, a memorial from citizens of Austinburg, 
Ashtabula county. Ohio, setting forth the advan- | 
tages of the present tariff, and remonstrating 
against any change in its provisions; which was 


pointed the predictions of its oppénents, as to the 
evils which it would inflict upon the people; that 
it had restored and replenished an exhausted and 
ruined Treasury; had revived the commerce and 
|| business of the country; had given encourage- 


referred to the Committee on Finance. 1 ment to home industry, and brought about pros- 


Mr. BATES presented two memorials from |, perity everywhere. 


nder these circumstances, 


Oliver Peck and others, citizens of Lenox, Berk- || and believing that the law had not been in oper- 











| Mr. CRITTENDEN presented a memorial || 





April 10 


| ation long enough to enable them to deci 
| upon its effects, and to discover its imper 
‘it seemed to him utterly impolitic to 


| change in its provisions. 













de fair} 
fectiong 


Make’ 


He was for letting am pits. wom 










| remain in existence long enough to furnish t), of India 
| with one lesson of experience upon the subj S Poel in 
bY which they might profit in future legisla; “clam wee I 
|He did not intend, at that time, to make Mr. WR 
| Speech upon the subject; but to express his = juuion: 
‘currence in the general sentiments expresso re eed, T 
the memorialists, and to add his own convictig elcome 
! that, from a knowledge of the sentiments of See of as en 1 
| ators, the memorialists, and the country at “at oot put 
might rest assured that, at the present Session of ws of the U 
Congress, no repeal, alteration, or modifica, Ml eee ar y 
| would be made in the present tariff law, * nen 
| The memorial was referred to the Committ. Mr. W. 
| on Finance, and ordered to be printed. = in compliat 
| Mr. BUCHANAN presented nine memori| ble citizens 
from different portions of Pennsylvania, askin himself for 
| Congress not to interfere with the eXisting tant He was 1n 
/ until experience demonstrates, from ascertained able Comm 
| facts, that a change in its provisions was neces. that they, 
sary; which were referred to the Committee og gut desirin 
| Finance. opinion 
resolution 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. The que 
Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Financ» adopted. 
to which had been referred several memorial, Mr. PO 
praying the redemption of certain Treasury notes tion; whic 
which were put into circulation after being can. Resolved, 
| celed, yet bearing no mark of cancellation, re. the Senate t 
ported a bill to provide for the payment of the wit fifty ¢ 
evidences of public debt in certain cases; which eee 
_ was read, and ordered to a second reading, - 
| Mr. CRITTENDEN, from the Committee op Several 
Military Affairs, reported back, with severa| miltees, ¢ 
amendments, the joint resolution from the House concurres 
respecting the application of certain appropria- TH! 
tions heretofore made. J 
| Mr. BAGBY, from the Committee on Territo. On aa 
ries, reported back, without amendment, the bil ime d 
from the House supplemental to the act entitled a 
** An act for laying off the towns of Fort Maidi- —_ 
| son and Burlington, in the county of Des Moines, aad . 
and the towns of Bellevue, Dubuque, and Peru, 7 Soak 
| in the county of Dubuque, Territory of Wiscon- Mr C 
_ sin, and for other purposes,’’ approved the 2d day hot i 
of July, 1836, and the amendatory act thereto, wd 
_approved March 3, 1837. sa 
ir. HAYWOOD, from the Committee on Na- aa c 
_ val Affairs, made an adverse report on the petition or = 
| of James W. Breedlove, of New Orleans, pray- a 
| ing compensation for the use of his steam schoou- nels 
| er Merchant, employed in 1841 to cruise in pur- wiaed | 
_ suit of pirates; which was ordered to lie on the (Mr.B 
| table and be printed. Saatin 
| On motion of Mr. BAYARD, the Committee ond th 
on Naval Affairs was discharged from the further C.) we 
| consideration of the petition of Eliza McCloud, emt 
| the widow of Dr. Caleb McCloud, praying fors ici 
| pension under the act of 1837. ae e 
BILL INTRODUCED. that ¢ 
| Mr. PEARCE, on leave, introduced a bill for much 
the relief of John McColgan; which was read should 
| twice, and referred to the Committee on Com- to be 
| merce, seem | 
REPORT ON COPPER ORE. re 
| On motion of Mr. PORTER, the report from league 
| the War Department, on the subject of copper ask te 
ore, was ordered to be printed. that h 
RESOLUTIONS. hie 
On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, it was ie 
| Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- of th 
| quested to cause to be communicated to the Senate all ; 
| such information as may be in his possession, or in the deliv 
| possession of any one of the Executive Departments, rela- ment 
| tive to any proceedings under the act entitled * An act for res 
| the relief of the Stockbridge tribe of Indians in the Terri e hi 
tory of Wisconsin,’ approved March 2, 1843; and espe 5 
| cially— , tariff 
First. All the proceedings touching any election which and ' 
| has been held in pursuance of the third section of the said senti 
act, if any such election has been held, with all the facts I 
| which have been communicated to the President, or the n 
appropriate officers or Department of the Government, re- hou 
| lating to the same. colle 
| Second. All the proceedings which may have been had tecti 
in relation to the partition of the lands of the said Indians. P 
| among the individual members of the tribe, pursuant to the res 
| provisions of the said act, together with copies of all in- of 5 
| structiéus and correspondence on file, between whatever date 
| parties, relating to any such elections, OF to ae partition and 
of said lands, or to any objections against the partitions Re 
made, as contemplated in the fifth section of the said act. f 
| ‘Third. Whether any, and what, annuities are now due ano 
| and payable from we United Statea to the said Stockbridge ons 








1844. 
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irlyf dians; and whether any, and what, payments of annu- || modification or not. If the election of the father of | the legislative age te body could, inepending 
ng ME ges have been op bead oye bere engage jogo Dood || the so-called American system to the Presidency | the money, make the poor rich; just as if the pro- 
e pe said acts DY id amie otine authority from nait tele || was relied upon with such confience as a test of || cess was not that of transferring money, by legis- 
g it aes. or any members thereof. the public voice in favor of the present tariff, why || lation, from the pockets of one laborer into the 
e © curth. Whether any patents for the Indian lands have || did not the friends of that measure at once boldly | pockets of another. 

‘Ct MN een issued in pursuance of said act. || take their stand upon that ground, and make it || With respect to the boasted effects of former 
a, Mr. WRIGHT submitted the following reso- | openly and fairly the issue? Why not rely upon || tariff acts—that of having, at various periods, pro- 
ay pint || the merits already claimed as having demonstrated || duced a fall in the prices in protected articles—Mr. 





og to inquire into the constitutionality and expediency | 

ing a law to authorize the President of the United 
giaies, When persons are, OF hereafter shall be, sentenced | 
» capital punishment for crimes committed against the 
ws of the United States,in his discretion to commute | 
os punishment for imprisonment for life, or for a speci- | 
fed term of years. 


Mr. W. said he had submitted the resolution 


i citizens of the United States, without having 
himself formed any opinion upon the subject. | 
He was in favor of sending the inquiry to the | 
shle Committee on the Judiciary—being satisfied 
that they would do justice to the subject—with- 
gut desiring to be understood as expressing any 
opinion in favor of such alaw. He hoped the 
resolution would be acted on then. : 
The question was put, and the resolution was 
adopted. | 
Mr. PORTER submitted the following resolu- | 
tion; which was agreed to: 
Resolved, That it shall be the duty of the Secretary of | 
the Senate to furnish the bureau of topographical engineers 
with Gfty copies of the reports, charts, and maps, which 
my be prepared and sent by the bureau to the Senate, 
frou time to time, and printed by order. 
Several adverse reports of the standing com- 
miltees, On private claims, were taken up and 
concurred in. 


THE TARIFF—COMPROMISE ACT. 


On motion of Mr. CHOATE, the previous or- 
ders of the day were postponed, and the Senate 
resumed the consideration of the resolution of the | 
Committee on Finance for the indefinite postpone- | 
ment of the bill introduced by Mr. McDurris for 
reducing the rate of duties under the present tariff 
to the standard of the compromise act. 


hours; bat owing to the rapidity of his manner | 
and the difficulty of hearing him distinctly in the 
reporters’ gallery, all that can be attempted here | 


i 
| 
| 


| 
| 





| 


| 





perience? Why so solicitous for laying it aside || 
till after the presidential contest? i| 

Mr. C., adverting to the origin of the compro- || 
mise act, showed that the State of Georgia, in | 
common with the other southern States, had im- | 
plicitly relied upon the good faith of this Govern- | 


ment in carrying out the final policy of that com- 


a compliance with the request of some respecta- || promise. The southern States knew, at the time 
if ; 


it was passed, that the then Congress had no power 
to bind any future Congress not to repeal its acts. 
But they relied upon the solemn compact which | 
involveda moral obligation on any party in power, 


| as binding as good faith could make it, that the | 


concession made by the South of a nine years’ | 
procrastination, would be repaid by a permanent | 
system prescribed by the very terms of compro- | 
mise. | 

In commenting upon this topic, he reviewed the | 
conduct of the party in power, which had taken | 


advantage of a combination of circumstances to 


force upon the country the tariff act of 1842— | 
thesc circumstances having been the result of po- | 
litical causes, calculated with a view of producing 
the very state of things which was to be urged as | 
a suitable occasion for resorting to the favorite 
panacea of that party, for the cure of all political 
evils—a high protective tariff. || 
Reverting to the position now assumed on the || 
question of this policy by his colleague, [Mr. || 
Berrien,] Mr. C. read the resolutions of Georgia, | 
presented by his colleague, and quoted several | 
striking passages from his speech on the occasion, 
contrasting them with his speech of yesterday, 
and commenting on both at considerable length. 
He next adverted to the taxing power given by 
the Constitution, and showed that, instead of its 
being an unlimited taxing power, as assumed by 


os ..% | 
expressly limited to the legitimate wants of the |! 


Government, economically administered. He also | 


eed, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- || its advantages? Why ask for another year’s ex- || C. entered into a history of improvements in ma- 
, 


chinery, to show that, sirice the commencement of 
Arkwright’s inventions to the present day, the 
price of goods has been coming down, just in pro- 
portion to the improvements in machinery. This 
has been particularly conspicuous in the improve- 
ments of machinery since 1836, the fall in cotton 
goods having been fifty per cent. in consequence 
of such improvements. Hence, if the advocates 
of the protective policy were to tell the truth, 
they would acknowledge that, if prices have full- 
en, it has been in spite of their protective tariff, 
and in consequence of improvements in machin- 
ery. 

Next, as to the argument of his colleague and 
the chairman of the Finance Committee, that le- 
gislation can give the people the ability to con- 
sume; he showed that it amounted to this—that 
a portion of their means could be taken from them, 
and that thereby their ability to purchase articles 
of consumption would be increased! The Gov- 
ernment could have nothing to give but what it 
first took from the people. Butthe true meaning 
of the phrase “ give ability to the people to con- 
sume,’’ was to take from the pockets of the whole 
people a portion of their means, and bestow it 
upon a favored class, and thereby enable that 
class, with this bounty, to become consumers. 
That was the naked truth. 

He next scrutinized the arguments in favor of 
creating a home market, and illustrated them by 
citing an anecdote to show that they were like 
the argument used by a Yankee, who, traveling 
on a certain road, observed a country grocery by 
the way side, with a sign over the door announc- 
ing the sale of ** cakes and beer.’” The Yankee, 
desirous of feasting himself, but finding he had 


| had not means to buy both cakes and beer, 


in and called for some cake, which was handed 


to him. He then pretended to change his mind, 


Mr. COLQUITT addressed the Senate for two the advocates of the protective policy, it was one | thought he would trust to his wits; so he went 


examined the power of regulating commerce, | and called for some beer, which he received, 
isa brief notice of some of his leading points of || given by the Constitution, to show that, instead || handing back the cake in exchange. When he 
argument. | of being designed to favor particular interests, it || drank the beer, he was walking away; but the 
He set out with stating, after a few prefatory | was to control and regulate all the commercial || landlord called outto him for the pay. ‘*Why,”’ 
remarks, that he had yesterday sought and ob- | interests of the country, so as to prevent their || says the Yankee, ‘did I not give you the cake 
tained the floor immediately after his colleague || jarring and clashing with each other, and to insure || for the beer??? ‘* Yes,’’ says the landlord; ** but 
[Mr. Benrten] had concluded, with a view of in- i to all the most harmonious action. Again, Mr. | 13 did not Pay or the cake.”” “‘And why should 
umating thereby his intention of replying tohim, | C. reverted to the taxing power, and entered at | ‘’? said the Yankee; ‘*‘ Have you not got the 
and thet he might expect, in so doing, he (Mr. i large into the history of that power. For the || cake?’’ This was precisely the way the manu- 
C.) would have to contrast his [Mr. B.’s] former || purpose of illustration he supposed a case, in || facturers argued with the agriculturists about the 
course on the tariff policy with the course he now || which the respective States retained their taxing || home market. They told them it was an equiv- 
pursued on the same subject. But he had learned | power, and each State simultaneously adopted the || alent for the taxes thrown upon them for the pro- 
this morning that his colleague was absent; and || act of 1842; and he asked what would be the ef- || tection of home manufactures. _ 
that circumstance would necessarily prescribe || fect? Would Rhode Island and Massachusetts || He next adverted to the doctrine of American 
much narrower limits to his observations than he || obtain revenue for the support of their govern- || independence—that the United States was to pro- 
should have indulged, had his colleague chosen | ments from impost duties on the articles they | duce everything, and become independent of all 
tobe present. Indeed, in his absence, it would | themselves manufactured; or could they from the || other nations for their supplies; and he asked 
seem to be unnecessary to trespass on the cour- || whole act?) Which States would raise the reve- || what was the meaning of this independence? 
tesy of the Senator from Massachusetts, [Mr. | nue? And, he asked, would not this test show || Was not this country already truly independent? 
Cuoate,] who had yielded the floor to his col- |} which were the States subject to the burden of |; Were not other nations as dependent upon us as 
league, (Mr. Berrien;) and he would not now || taxation, and which were the beneficiaries of it || we were upon them for articles of exchange? 
ask to avail himself of that courtesy, were it not || when the act became an act of confederation? || Was it meant that a wall should be built up 





that he had, in the expectation of his colleague’s 


presence, collected some materials for reference, 
which, while at hand, he wished to dispose of. 


He then proceeded to examine the main topics | 


Mr. C. read a speech delivered by his colleague |, 


in 1831, in convention, strongly advocating free- | 


of that speech with those on the same subject 


of the speech of his colleague, |Mr. Berrien,] 
delivered yesterday; and to contrast the senti- | 
ments therein expressed on the subject of the 
mee tariff, with the sentiments and principles 
¢had maintained upon the subject of former | 
tariffs, not more odious to the South than. this, | 
and with the often declared and still prevailing | 
Sentiments of the people of Georgia. 
In the course of his comments, Mr. C. de- | 
nounced the delusion and the inconsistency of his | 
colleague’s doctrine, that the question of a pro- 
tective tariff was to be decided by the enauing 
residential election; when, for the very purpose 
of promoting the election of the favorite candi- 
ate of the protective party, the issue was shunned 
and sought to be mystified by a call upon the 
presentatives of the people to wait; to pause jor 
cme experience; and to let it be dem- 
onstrated whether it was a policy that required | 


used by him [Mr. Berrren] yesterday; he showed || 


around this nation, to prohibit intercourse with 
foreign nations? Would this be independence? 
Mr. C. here showed the true policy of nations 
| to be consistent with that enlightened policy of 
commercial intercourse which best promoted uni- 


that his colleague’s inquiry as to the meaning of || versal civilization, peace, liberty, and happiness. 
free trade could have been most aptly answered || He contended that the tariff of 1842 was the 
by quoting passages from his speech in 1831. His | worst tariff ever imposed on the country, It had 
colleague had said yesterday that the term free || been triumphantly boasted that this policy was 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
trade principles, ‘and contrasting the expressions 


trade was used for purposes of deception. Now, | 


if nothing but deception was intended by those || 
who used the term at present, the same rule applied | 
to those who used it in 1831; and if his colleague | 
denied that deception was intended by him in 1831, 
he was thrown upon the dilemma of admitting 
that deception was intended yesterday in attrib- 
uting it to those who now spoke of free trade as | 
he himself had done in 1831. 
He illustrated the doctrine of the advocates of | 
protection, that the people can be heavily taxed | 
for their own benefit, by reducing the argument 
to the proposition that, if the people will but con- 
tribute their means to the filling of the pockets of 


| 
| 


to be perpetuated on the country, and that the 
father of the American system was to be made 
the President of the United States in view of that 
perpetuation. This, however, he firmly trusted 
and believed, the country was not destined to 
endure. He had too much confidence in the wis- 
dom, prudence, and common sense of the Amer- 
ican people, to doubt their vindication of sound 


| principles, 


Mr. CHOATE next obtained the floor, and in- 
timated his desire, as the hour was late, to pass 
over the pending question. 

The pending question was accordingly passed 
over informally. 
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NAVAL DOCK-YARD AND DEPOT. |, Erie to that place for supplies of provisions which 

The bill to establish a naval dock-yard and || they could get much nearer in Ohio. It might be 
depot on the Mississippi river, was then taken up |, that they would do so, but he did not believe they 
asin Committee of the Whole, the question pend- || would. He doubted whether a single bushel of 
ing being on Mr. Breese’s amendment to the || corn, a barrel of flour, ora pound of beef had 
amendment proposed by the Committee on Na- | ever yet been carried from Memphis to Lake Erie 
val Affairs. | for sale. — 

Mr. FOSTER addressed the Senate in expla- || In relation to Natchez, he affirmed in his place, 
nation of arguments brought forward when this | upon the floor of the Senate, that a comparison 
question was before under discussion, with aview | of the bills of mortality, for many years past, 
of showing that it very seldom happened that the | would demonstrate the fact, that in proportion to 
channel of the Mississippi river was so low as the population, taking the whole period of twelve 
seven feet; and he also urged that the policy of | months, it was as healthy as Memphis. He 
building large ships of war was superseded by | would state one other fact, which was, that for 
that of building smal! iron ships, which were | years past they had had no yellow fever at Nat- 
found better calculated for coast and harbor pro- | chez; and another fact still, that since the estab- 
tection. He argued thatthe average depth of the | lishment of the quarantine regulations of that 
thannel at Memphis was nine feet; that no ships | place, while the yellow fever raged at Vicksburg, 
of war need be built drawing more than thirteen | New Orleans, and other parts of the Mississippi, 
feet; and that they could easily, by means of the | there had been no more yellow fever at Natchez 
camels he alluded to the other day, be buoyed — than there has been of late at Philadelphia, where 
over that depth, and brought to the sea-board. it once prevailed (before the establishment of a 

Mr. WALKER said this was a subject in | quarantine) with the greatest mortality. At the 
which the State of Mississippi felt a deep inter- | point where they proposed to establish a naval 
rat. The people of that State had been looking || depot, half a mile above the town of Natchez, 
for some time to the establishment of a naval de- || there had never been one case of yellow fever; 
pot on the western waters; and they had hoped | and persons who had lived there for many years 
'o obtain it at Natchez. He confessed that he | could vouch for the fact. He wished to have 
had been greatly surprised at some of the remarks || Natchez examined. He desired that it should 
made by his friend from Tennessee, [Mr. Fos- || have a fair chance. He did not unjustly condemn 
rer,] in relation to the depth of water inthe Mis- || other points; but he wished this to have a sur- 
tissippi river; and he attributed them to the fact, | vey. Let it be ascertained by means of asurvey 
‘hat in arriving at his home, that Senator did not | made by competent officers, whether it was or 
*nter the Mississippi at all, taking for conveni- || was not, a better point than Memphis. TheSen- 
‘nce another route, which wasup the Cumberland | ate should not take it for granted, even on the 
‘iver to Nashville; and he was also surprised to || opinion of his friend from Tennessee, (whom he 
vear him say that the depth.of water at Memphis, || had no doubt was honest in his belief,) that 
during the low stage of water, was nine feet. | Memphis wasa better point than Natchez. They 
Now Fe wished the Senate to observe the fact; | should decide after an examination which would 
ind if they would appoint officers of the topo- || speak for itself. 
graphical corps or of the Navy, to ascertain by | At Memphis it was necessary to commence the 
actual measurement the average depth of the | work by raising, at the expense of $30,000—the 
‘hannel, he pledged himself to prove that it would || estimate of the Senator from Tennessee, and it 
aot average six feet. '| would be much greater—a piece of flat ground 

He had himself repeatedly, in ascending and | six feet high, for the purpose of getting a base 
lescending the Mississippi, ascertained thatithad || fora navy-yard. At Natchez there was a bank 
put five and a half feet below Memphis; and in || which nature had made, and which was admira- 
he year 1841, five feet. Could there be any | bly fitted for this purpose. It was a bank twent 
doubt about this fact? He thought he saw Sen- || feet above high-water mark. It was not a bluff; 
ators near him who were going to vote in favor || buta firm and solid embankment, without any 
of Memphis; and if he was mistaken in relation || levee, any rising of ground whatever, strikingly 
to the depth of the water, there was one of these || adapted to the purpose. He called the attention 
who had been ascending and descending the Mis- i of the Senate to the fact that, at this point, ves- 
sissippi for ten years, who could vouch for the || sels from Liverpool, New York, Portland, Balti- 

fact that the depth of the channel was frequently || more, and Boston, were arriving every year. It 
only five and a half feet, and during part of one || was a port of entry. They shipped from it, 
year, five. || every year, about twelve thousand bales of cot- 
It was known from the gentleman who origin- | ton. In return, they received commodities, in 
ated this matter—and his friend from Tennessee || vessels, from Liverpool, Boston, Baltimore, New 
did not doubt it—that these vessels-of-war were || York, Philadelphia, and other ports. 
to draw at least thirteen feet of water; and the | At the very period of low water, these vessels 
smallest that had yet been constructed drew four- | came from Liverpool, and from various ports of 
teen feet. They were to descend to a distance of || the United States on the Atlantic. Here, then, 
more than a thousand miles for the purpose of || was a point which, while it was sufficiently re- 
defending New Orleans and the Gulf. This they || mote from New Orleans not to be assailed by an 
were to do over places where there was but five || enemy, had a channel, at the lowest stage of 
and a half and five feet of water. He asked the || water, as deep as that which was found at the 
Senate to reflect upon this matter before they pro- || mouth of the Mississippi, and without the dis- 
ceded to decide upon Memphis as being a proper || advantages which could be so seriously urged 
a fora navaldepot. He thought the absurd- | against any other internal port on the Missis- 
ty of the proposition to locate camels on the || sippi at a time of war. It was a point from 











sand-bars ofthe Mississippi would beapparentby || which vessels could be sent down to New Or- || 


a reference to the Navigator—a book which was || leans in fifteen hours, and that at all seasons of 
of great authority in the West, and which de- || the year. . 
monstrated the fact that between Memphis and || as it the intention of the Senate, without 
Natchez there were twenty-seven of these sand- || any examination of Natchez, or any pointexcept 
bars—so that his friend from Tennessee must || Memphis, to establish this depot at Memphis? 
have these twenty-seven camels located between || He asked Senators to reflect upon this matter. 
Memphis and Natchez, to enable vessels drawing || He asked them to decide justly, and for the ben- 
thirteen feet to descend to New Orleans and the || efit of the whole country, and not for the benefit 
Gulf. || of a particular point, or of individuals. If Mem- 
He had seen some curious bills passed through || phis were a better point than Natchez, would not 
this body; but if he were to see this bill pass, || a survey demonstrate it? Why was the Senator 
under these circumstantes, he should be very || from Tennessee so solicitous to press the claims 
much surprised. But his friend from Tennessee | of Memphis, without a survey, if it was a better 
threw out some suggestions about descending || point? ould they not all be demonstrated by 
Lake Erie. || a survey? Wouid not Memphis stand as fair a 
Mr. FOSTER, (from his seat.) No,sir; Idid || chance as Natchez in that respect? This ques- 
not speak of descending Lake Erie. I spoke of || tion of choosing a point for the establishment of 
sending provisions and other military supplies || a naval depot was a question in which the whole 
from the depot at Memphis, for the use of the || West felt a deep interest; and it was one upon 
soldiers stationed on Lake Erie. which depended the security of New Orleans and 
Mr. WALKER thought it would be very || the Gulf. Was the Senate prepared to decide it 
strange, indeed, if they would send from Lake || without investigating—withoutsurve ying—with- 
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out any knowledge upon the subjec Sie 
desire That the amtablish sept should be . ew 
where the great purpose of defense could ee 
| accomplished. at 
The Mississippi should be examine 
the Senator from Tennessee could tell 
camels it would require to take these vessels, 
| the sand-bars, and what would be the cog ws 
expense, with other matters connected with o 
subject. All this could be ascertained byas " 
'vey; and all that he asked was, that a survey 
Should be made. If, when it was made, it ey) 
_ be shown that Memphis was a better point tha 
| Natchez, he pledged himself to vote for ji. but 
| he was not willing that Natchez should be con 
demned unheard. ' 
|| Mr. CRITTENDEN had but a word to Bay on 
|| this subject. It was, that the mouth of the Mis. 
| sissippi river was undoubtedly a most vulnerab|, 
'| point, easily assailed by steamships of war, ang 
| therefore improper for the location of this nayy. 
yard. He was of opinion that, the higher up the 
|| site was chosen, the better. A survey and report 
had been made by persons competent to judge. 
;and they were favorable to Memphis. He was 
| willing to risk the selection of that place, for he 
| believed it was as good as any other; and if the 
| thing was to be delayed till all could agree upon 
| a selection where so many contending interests 
| were urged fora preference, he feared there would 
| be no western depot or navy-yard at all, 

Mr. BREESE urged the propriety of a further 

| Survey, and of the examination of other points, 
He called for the reading of the report of the 
Naval Committee on the amendment proposed to 
the original bill. 

Mr. BAYARD explained that the committee 
left the matter for discussion. He would be glad 
to present to the Senate the views of the commit- 
tee; but the hour was so late now, that he hoped 
the matter would be passed over till to-morrow, 

On motion of Mr. BAYARD, the Senate then 
went into executive session, and soon after 
adjourned. 
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how Man 











HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, -4pril 10, 1844. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


The SPEAKER announced the business of the 
| morning hour to be the call of committees for 
reports. 
PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 


Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, desired permission 
to make an explanation which he deemed per- 
sonal to himself. 

Mr. WHITE hoped the gentleman from Indi- 
ana would be allowed to explain; but if thatgen- 
tleman made any new charges, he hoped the same 
indulgence would be extended to him. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSULL objected to any “ un- 
| derstandings”’ or bargainings. 

Mr. WELLER also objected. 

The SPEAKER, (to Mr. Wurte.) Does the 
/gentleman object? = * 

| Mr.WHITE replied that, with the understand- 
| ing which he had specified, he should not object. 
| Mr. HARDIN objected. 

| Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, moved a suspension 
of the rules, to give him an opportunity to ex- 
plain. 

The motion was agreed to. 


| 

| Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, said that it would 

| be recollected by the House that, on the 25th of 
March, whilst a resolution offered by the gen- 
tleman from Maryland [Mr. Kennepr] was 
under consideration, which resolution purpo 

to be an extract from a letter of Gqneral Jackson 
to Dr. Coleman of North Carolina, giving his 
views in relation to the protective policy, he ha 
moved to strike out that resolution and insert the 
following, which purported to be the sentiments 
of Mr. Clay: 

‘That this House approve of the sentiments of Henry 
Clay, expressed in his speech at the extra session of Con- 
gress, 1841, as follows: ‘Carry out the principles of the 
compromise act; look to revenue alone for the support ' 
Government. Do not raise the question of protection, which 





|| I hoped had been put to rest. There is no necessity for 


protection.’ ”? : 

i — seen - he did yo a = ar 
this as the eee an of Mr. Clay, 
containing his ventimentacs delivered in a speech 
at the extra session of Congress, 1841. 
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before the vote was taken, the gentleman from || 
Kentucky [Mr. Ware] came to his seat, evi- 
gently under much excitement, and stated in a 

itive, but respectful, manner, that no such | 
sentiment or language could be found in any de- 
aration or speech ever delivered by Mr. Clay, || 
either in or out of the Capitol. 

He stated, at the time, that he had copied the 
extract from the Ohio Statesman, and that he be- 





ur jieved it contained the sentiments of Mr. Clay, as 
vey he had expressed them in some speech delivered 1 
uld ip the Senate during the last Congress. That he || 
Man mediately made diligent search therefor, but at || 
but that time was unable to find the extract; that || 
” ypon the next day—when, by the courtesy of the 
House, he was permitted to make an explanation | 
_ which he conceived to be due to himself, as his 
- honor had been implicated, as he had been charged 
Ne with attributing language and sentiments to Mr. 
nd Clay which that distinguished person had never 
y- ytiered or held—he then stated that, in good 
ne faith, he had made the extract from a paper whose 
2 editor he believed to be an honorable man, and 


' incapable of misrepresenting any one; that he 
said upon that occasion that he had nothing to take 
beck, for he believed the extract, if notin theexact 


" language, contained sentiments oft-repeated by 

7 Mr. Clay. But that no one who knew him would 

i suppose he would willfully misrepresent Mr. 
Clay, or put language in his mouth which he had 

never used, or attribute to him sentiments which 

z he had never uttered; and that if, upon thorough 

: search, he was unable to find the language, or 

: sentiment, as an honorable man he felt himself |! 


bound at some future day, to declare to the House 
and to the country that he had been misled by 
the paper. 

To this the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. 
) Wire) desired, by way of explanation, to re- 
ply, declaring that he felt his personal honor in- 
volved in this controversy. Not wishing to mis- 
represent or misquote the gentleman, he would 
read some extracts from his[Mr. Wuite’s|speech || 
upon that occasion, as reported in the National | 
Intelligencer: 


“Mr. Wurre said he was more than thankful to the 
courtesy of the House; and he was satistied, when he had | 
done, that the House would conclude that he was not dis- 
posed toabuse that courtesy. He had stated that he felt his 
own honor and character to be involved in this matter; and | 
that it was due to him that he should be allowed an oppor- 
tunity to make a personal explanation. It would be recol- | 
lected (he said) by the gentleman from Indiana and other 
gentlemen, that when this resolution had yesterday been || 
offered by that gentleman, he (Mr. W.) had gone to the 
Clerk’s desk and read it, and had then gone to the gentle- 
man from Indiana and stated—not behind his back, or in 
an offensive manner—that he was mistaken in his author- 
ity for that being a declaration of Mr. Clay. Not only to | 
the gentleman from Indiana, but to many other gentlemen, | 
Mr. W. had averred that Mr. Clay had never, in any speech | 
in his life, from the first day that he had entered this Hall 
tothe last day of his service in the other branch of Con- 
gress, uttered such a sentiment as was alleged by the reso- 
lution of the gentleman from Indiana. Although he had 
suid this in the most emphatic and unqualified manner, he 
had meant to impute to the gentleman from Indiana no 
want of honor, no crime of forgery. Far from it. He had 
seen the same words that were quoted in the gentleman’s 
resolution contained in a newspaper; he had compared it 
with the extract from the Columbus (Ohio) Statesman. 
The gentleman had, no doubt, been deceived by the confi- 
dence that he had in a paper agreeing with him in political 
sentiments. This was not the only extract in that paper. 
There were various extracts containing the principles, or 
the alleged principles, of Mr. Clay and of Mr. Van Buren ; 
and it was natural for the gentleman to have supposed that, 
m this array of extracts, no suppression of the truth, or 
Fuggestion of falsehood had been made ; and therefore he 

imputed nothing improper to the gentleman from Indiana. || 
_“ But upon that solemn conviction which he felt, know- || 
ing the man, he knew it was impossible in the nature of || 
things, in the truth of his character, in the consistency of | 
his course upon political subjects, that any such sentiment || 
had ever been uttered by him, and, if he was correctly || 
quoted, that it could not be found in extracts from any of || 
his speeches or writings. Now, it devolved upon him (Mr. 
-) to vindicate his own truth and honor by proving fully, 
to the satisfaction of all, the statement which he had made. | 
The gentleman from Indiana, while he vindicated himself | 
by bringing to view the circumstances under which he had || 
offered this resolution, still had not been willing to take his 
(Mr. W.’s) averment that no such principle, that no such || 
language could be found in any of Mr. Clay's speeches in 
|, or at any other time. 

“Mr. Rarupen called Mr. W. to order, stating that he 
oe through his own matter, and was now going to Mr. 

ay. 

















“Mr. Wurre replied that he could not vindicate himself 
Unless he showed the truth of the averment he had made. 
If, having averred that no such sentiment could be found || 
in any speech of Mr. Clay, he failed to prove and satisfy 
the House of it, how did he stand? He stood condemned 
before the House and before the country. This was the 
poimt of honor and of character to which he had risen, and 
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Upon the introduction of the amendment, and | how else could he go_on and vindicate himself but by ap- || Treasury notes of the preceding Administration ; and until 
pealing to the record? He had said on the first blush, on | 





the first impulse when the gentleman had offered this reso- 
lution, that it was a falsehood that Mr. Clay had ever spoken 


or written any such language? Now, what were the facts? | 


What did this resolution aver? 
“Mr. W. read the amendment to the resolution of Mr. 
Kennepy, offered, yesterday, by Mr. Brown, as follows: 
‘¢'That this House approve of the sentiments of Henry 


| Clay, expressed in his speech at the extra session of Con- 


gress, 1841, as follows: ‘* Carry out the principles of the 


compromise act; look to revenue alone for the support of | 
Government. Do not raise the question of protection, | 


which I hoped had been put to rest. There is no necessity 
for protection.” ? 


** Now (Mr. W. continued) here was a specitic allega- | 
| tion; here was the date and the place. Now he had gone 


a great deal further; he had averred not only that, at that 


| time and place, no such speech had ever been made by Mr. 
| Clay, but he had further averred that at no period of his 
| life, before or since, had Mr. Clay ever uttered such a sen- 


timent.”? 


Again, the gentleman says: 


‘© He had said to the gentleman from Indiana, what he 
now repeated, that this was a forgery ¢ and he had told the 
entleman that he could not establish it, but that he (Mr. 
-) could establish the contrary to be true. And the 
gentleman, no doubt, had been searching in Mr. Clay’s 


| speeches, with a keen, an eagle eye, for the very doctrine 


and words contained in this resolution ; and he predicted 
that he had not found them, and that he never could find 
them. The gentleman might add together words taken 
from different sentences, and make out this; but he had 
never found, nor could ever find, it in one continuous sen- 
tence or paragraph. Mr. W. defied him to do it, in any 
speech delivered in Congress or out of Congress.”’ 


Mr. B. said he would conclude by reading an- 
other very emphatic extract from the gentleman’s 
speech: 


* Now, here Mr. W. had showed to the House three very 
different speeches delivered by Mr. Clay on the tariff, in 
1841, (and they were the only speeches he did deliver.) 


| And gentlemen found in every speech upon that occasion 
Mr. Clay had uniformly—uniformly contended for and re- 


iterated the same doctrine as Mr. W. had averred he had 
always entertained. in every speech he had directly in 
language and sentiment repudiated—ay, repudiated—the 
forgery Mr. W. held in his hand, (viz. the extract quoted 
in the resolution of Mr. Brown.) Mr. Clay had never 
made use of such a sentiment or language; never, NEVER !”’ 


Now, (said Mr. B) let us recapitulate. What | 


does the gentleman aver? 
“ That Mr. Clay had never,in any speech in his life, 


| from the first day he entered this Hall to the last day of his 


service in the other branch of Congress, uttered such a 
sentiment as was alleged in the resolution of the gentleman 
from Indiana.”’ 


Again, he says: 


That upon solemn conviction which he felt, knowing 


| the man, (Mr. Clay,) he knew it was impossible in the na- 


ture of things, in the truth of his character, in the consist- 
ency of his course upon political subjects, that any such 
sentiment had ever been ultered by him.”’ 

And again, he says: 

** Now it devolved upon him (Mr. W.) to vindicate his 


own truth and honor by proving fully, to the satisfaction of | 


all, the statement which he had made.”’ 


What statement? Why, sir, that Mr. Clay 
had never, upon any occasion given utterance to 
the sentiment attributed to him in the extract. So 
much for the argument of the gentleman from 
Kentucky. Now, sir, how stands the case? 
Upon the one hand, he (Mr. B.) had declared 
that Mr. Clay had used the sentiments; upon the 
other, the member from Kentucky [Mr. Wuite] 


| had averred that Mr. Clay had ‘‘ used no such 


language, and uttered no such sentiment.’’ In 
this dilemma, Mr. B. felt himself bound to prove 


| the truth of his allegation; or, on failure, to ad- 


mit, with mortification, that he had been de- 
ceived. For the purpose of sustaining the de- 
claration then made, and of vindicating himself, 
from the charges made by the Whig press of at- 
tributing language to Mr. Clay, which he had 
never uttered, he had now risen to trespass upon 
the time and beg the indulgence of the House. 
After much labor and diligent research, he finds 
that, upon the 2ist day of January, 1842, in the 
United States Senate, Mr. Clay made the follow- 
ing remarks—the Treasury note bill then being 
under consideration; and lest he should be ac- 
cused of garbling, he would give the entire speech 


as it stands reported in the National Intelligencer. | 


Here Mr. Brown requested the Clerk to read 


| the following speech: 


‘Mr. Clay replied to Mr. Woodbury, and asked, what 
did the honorable Senator do when at the head of the Treas- 
ury Department? His policy seemed to have changed. In 
point of fact, we had been going on with an excess of ex- 
penditure over our receipts for four years. Treasury notes 
had been issued for four successive years. They had heen 
thrown from one year into another, and they were thrown 
over by the last Administration into this Administration, 


and for this Administration to redeem. The notes now be- | 


low par, and which we are calied upon to redeem, are the 


Sx 





the Senator from New Hampshire brings up his own paper 
|| to par, from its present depreciation, let him be Jess solicit 


|; Ous about the Treasury notes to be issued by the present 
Administration. 
|| | ** But whence this new-born zeal in regard to taxation ? 
|| It was, he admitted,scandalous that this Government should 
have gone on for four years past, and was going on now, by 
| the expenditure of more than was received. ‘Taxation, he 
|| knew, and had before said, was the remedy for this. Carry 
|| Out, then, the spirit of the compromise act, Look to revenue 
alone for the support of Government. Do not raise the ques- 
tionof protection—which IF had hoped had been put to rest. 
|| There is no necessity of protection, for protection. But 


|, what was the course of my honorable friend from New 
Hampshire, (for I heartily reciprocate the friendship he pro- 
fessed for me the other day,) when he had a tax bill under 
consideration? Where was he then? Did he vote for the 
tax bill before us? Did he not rather choose to sip his tea 
and coffee a litle longer, and to withhold the tax from those 
luxuries? And will he now consent to tax these articles? 
If he will, U go along with him, heart and hand. 

|| The Senator talks of the public lands as though they 

| were thrown away. Did not the States receive them? Did 
not the people have the benefit of them? But why (he 
asked) this covert attack upon the land bill, when another 
bill is under consideration? We will meet you openly and 
fairly,(said Mr. Cuay,) when this question comes before the 
Senate. [t would be remembered that when the honorable 
gentleman (Mr. Woopsury] sat atthe other end of the 
avenue, begging and lamenting over the necessities of the 
Government, he recommended (and twice in one session 
of Congress) the issue of Treasury notes. Did we make 
any opposition to them? No, even though opposed to them 
in prineiple, we submitted to them; and now he would say, 
en passant, that he was opposed to the whole system of 
issuing Treasury notes, and that he could not vote for this 
bill, unless his vote was necessary to save it. But how was 
it with the Senator from New Hampshire? Notwithstand- 
ing he had worked like a beaver, (laughter,) session after 
session, to procure the passage of ‘Treasury notes, he was 
now found, even when the country was suffering, embar- 
rassing the passage of this bill.’ 


Now, (said Mr. B.,) the words attributed to Mr. 
Clay in the amendment are these: ‘* Carry out the 
principles of the compromise act. Look to revenue 
alone for the support of Government. Do not raise 
the question of protection, which I hoped had been put 
to rest. There is no necessity for protection.’’ And 
the words used in the speech are these: ‘ Carry 
out the spirit of the compromise act. Look to revenue 
alone for the support of Government. Do not raise 
the question of protection, which I had hoped had been 
puttorest. Thereis no necessity of protection, for 
protection.’’ Here, they stand side by side, with 
the language almost the same, and certainly the 

| ideas conveyed are identical. If he had seen the 
| National Intelligencer before offering the amend- 
‘| ment, he would have copied it verbatim from that 
| paper, because all that is contained in the one can 
| be found in the other, the greater part of it being 
word for word and syllable for syllable. ** Carry 
out the spirit of the compromise act,’ said Mr. 
‘| Clay. Now, where is the difference between car- 
rying out the ‘ spirit’’ and the ‘ principles’’ of 
| that act, as he had it in his quotation? ‘ Look 
to revenue alone for the support of Government,”’ 
occurs in both extracts. hat does Mr. Clay 
/mean by this declaration, unless it be that, in 
, framing a tariff bill, you should look to revenue 
alone? This is all that the most zealous oppo- 
nent of the pretective policy ever contended for. 
Even the ultra advocates of the doctrine of free 
trade ask for no more. ‘* Do not raise the ques- 
tion of protection, which I had hoped had been 
put to rest.’? A correct quotation from both. 
What did Mr. Clay mean by saying that he 
‘* hoped the question of protection had been put 
to rest?’’ The only inference that can be drawn 
from the declaration is, that, like the sentiment 
uttered by his friend and compeer, Daniel Web- 
ster, when, in old Faneuil Hall herself, the cradle 
of American liberty, he declared that the ‘‘ na- 
|| tional bank was now an obsolete idea.’’ So Mr. 
| Clay could but have meant that protection was 
but an ** obsolete idea,’’ a humbug that had had 
its day, and, like all other humbugs, died—‘thad 
been put to rest.’’ The last clause of the quota- 
tion avers that there ‘‘ is no necessity of protec- 
| tion, for protection.’’ Where is the difference 
| between the two—*‘ no necessity of protection,’’ 
| and ‘* no necessity of protection, for protection ?”” 
| None whatever; the words *‘ for protection’’ being 
|| mere tautology, conveying no separate thought. 
|| What is the idea sought to be conveyed here, 
|| unless it be that a tariff law, framed with a view 
|| to ** revenue alone,’’ will of itself afford a suffi- 
'| cient protection to all manufacturers—to Ameri- 
|| canindustry? 
|| Having said this much, he would leave it to 
|| the House and to the country to decide whether 
\| he had not sustained his declarations relative to 
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Mr. Clay having used the sentiments entire, and | ——: He repeated, that the words used in the || political question? It would be 
almost the very words which he had attributed resolution were fictitious; and this he would prove 
to him; and whether a “ forgery’’ had been coin- | 


1 seen that it v,. Mi gsot the Hou 
| short running debate, in which the fener pe cal ae 


























by the very record which the gentleman had pro- || Mr. Clay were made, and that neithe jof ne Hom 
mitted, as alleged by the gentleman from Ken- || duced. , | ovailaenae wrote out their remarks ve dom sie names 
tucky. He did not wish to be understood as in Now, with all these admonitions to the gentle- || He asked the attention of the gentleman fro; “ao solu 
the least implicating the honor or the veracity of || man—with all this time for examination, we find || diana to these circumstances, because tp : The re E 
that honorable member; it only went to show that || him rising this morning, and deliberately pre- || that he could not comprehend what Mr _ 1, STE! 
he had been mistaken as to the sentiments uttered || senting the same resolution that he presented on || meant by saying that he would look to reve pat the —_ 
by his friend; he did not, by any means, vouch || a former occasion. He would not say.that the || alone for the support of the Government we 7 
for this extract being an expression of the honest || gentleman from Indiana had been governed in || did not mean that he was against protection a SPEA 
sentiments of Mr. Clay's heart, but had no doubt || this matter by any intention to commit forgery or || could tell the gentleman what Mr. Clay me ; Te to 
that it was a mere gull trap, like his Bronson and || falsehood; it only showed the extent to which || He was replying to the argument of Mr. wee in order oe ‘ 
Merriwether letters, designed to delude the op- || party zeal and party madness could be carried, || sury who was urging an amendment to pledn day; ners 
ponents of the protective policy in the South, and | or that it had resulted from obtuseness of intel- | the public lands for the support of Governme ° ae sen 
flatter them into his support for the Presidency || lect; one or the other of these conclusions was | and it was because he was opposed to pledeing ay ee 
in 1844, whilet his friends in the North could | inevitable. Let him call the attention of the || the lands for that purpose that he said he woull eal tort 
read his thousand declarations in favor of what || House to the record, to see how the fact stood. || look to anything but revenue for the support f ory is to | 
he so often termed his “ darling child’’—the | For his part, he never had wanted to see the rec- || Government. He would ask the gentleman ith ar C. J 
American system. Nor is his vaciliation alone || ord, or any speech of Mr. Clay, to pronounce |, had read the whole of that speech, and if ae ; ok t 
confined to this question; but it can be shown by | upon the authenticity of such a paper as this was. || not due to truth and justice to compare the dit my ed—Y 
his own speeches that he has been for and against || He was so well acquainted with the history of | ferent parts with each other, to ascertain jj, Go the re 
almost every great question which has agitated || Mr, Clay’s whole political life, that he was pre- | speaker’s meaning? ‘Chis wouldhave been the . 
the people for the last thirty years; at one time || pared at once, without reference tothe record, to | course that truth and justice demanded. Coyij vi 
the bold and determined enemy of a national bank; || pronounce the extract quoted in the resolution to || it be that party zeal had so blinded the gentleman The SPE 
at another its friend and feed attorney, and advo- be a forgery. Now, what was the language of | that, in pretending to give the language of M, the Commi 
cate upon the floor of the Senate; once eulogizing | the resolution? It was that this House approve | Clay, he thought he had a right to stop at . Mr. Meé 
masonry; again, declaring that it was for the mere || of the sentiments of Henry Clay sautoneahit his | comma, in the midst of a sentence, and leave oy, reported be 
gratification of an idle curiosity that he became a || speech at the extra session of Congress of 1841, || the words necessary to complete the sense? rials on & 
member of that fraternity: a political weather- || as follows: He would now call the attention of the House Wabash & 
cock, veering to all points of the compass in || Carry out the principles of the compromise act; look | to a very short sentence in the same speech, ex. sideration 
order to fill his sail with the popular breeze that || to revenue alone for the support of the Government. Do | planatory of what Mr. Clay meant, and which charged, a 
might, perchance, waft him into the Presidency, |, not raise the question of protection, which [ had hoped had | the gentleman from Indiana could have seen had Mr. HO 
Mr. BF thanked the House for their courtesy || been put torest. There is no necessity for protection. he given to that speech an impartial examination allow ther 
in permitting him to make these remarks, whic | That was the resolution. Now, where wasthe | [Here Mr. W. read an extract from Mr. Clay's having in 
he deemed personal to himself. | forgery? The gentleman said that the resolution | speech on that occasion.] If the gentleman had Mr. OV 
Mr. B., in conclusion, hoped those papers that || was taken from a speech of Mr. Clay, and was | read this, (continued Mr. W.,) he could nothaye committee 
had published a notice of the transactions of the || the precise language used. | shut his eyes to what was Mr. Clay’s meaning Some ¢ 
House on the introduction of his amendment, || Mr. BROWN, of Indiana. I did not say that | in the sentence he quoted. He could not haya which M 
would now, as an act of justice to him, publish || it contained the precise language of Mr. Clay. 1) misunderstood what Mr. Clay meant by saying Mr. 0 
these remarks. The facts were now before the || said that it contained the same sentiments. that he would look to revenue alone for the others to 
country, and he was willing that the country || Mr. WHITE said he would take the gentle- | support of the Government. Having made this Mr. M 
should judge. | man’s correction; and would proceed to show that | explanation, he repeated again, on his ownre- he was ¥ 
Mr. WHITE said he would thank the gentle- || the resolution did not contain the same sentiment | sponsibility, that the resolution contained a false. the table 
man from Indiana to send him the papers from || that wasfound in the record of Mr. Clay’s speech. || hood and a forgery; and he believed that there that gen 
which he had read. | There was no man fit to havea seat on that floor; |' were not twelve honest and intelligent men in statemen 
Mr. BROWN complied. || no man fit to have a seat in a jury box, and no | the country who would not, on their oaths, de- would re 
The SPEAKER observed, that if the gentle- || man fit to be without the walls of a lunatic asy- | clareit te bese. After afew more remarks from Mr. E 
man from Kentucky proposed to address the || lum, but who would recognize this resolution as Mr. W., The ger 
House, it would require general consent. | a forgery. What constituted a forgery? It was) Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, said he would bee his repe 
Mr. WHITE said he submitted it to the House || changing a material principle in a paper, either | leave to ask the gentleman from Kentucky, what and the 
whether he was not entitled to have an opportu- || by adding words to it or taking words from it. | Mr. Clay meant by saying: ‘‘ do not raise the Mr. ! 
nity of replying to the gentleman from Indiana? || Now, there was no such sentimentin the speech | question of protection; he had had hoped that tion; at 
Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL called for the orders || of Mr. Clay as was contained in the words, ‘‘there | that question had been put to rest ?”” taken 0 
of the day. He had several reports to make re- || was no necessity for protection.”” In thatsen-|) Mr. WHITE replied, that if the gentleman ther col 
lating to important matters, and he hoped the || tence the word “ of’? was changed into *‘for,’’ || would turn to the speech of Mr. Clay, in 1840, Upor 
time was not to be consumed bya debate wholly |, and two other words (‘‘ for protection’’) were || written out by himself, he would find what was lay the 
irrelevant to the business before the House. || left out, after stopping atacomma. Was it not |! meant by saying that he considered protection called, 
Mr. WHITE repeated that he thought it but || an established principle that the less truth was | for protection’s sake unnecessary; that if a tariff er, the 
an act of justice that was done to himself that the || the greater falsehood? The language of Mr. Clay |! to raise money enough to supply the wants of voting 
House should permit him to reply to the gentle- || was this: ‘* There was no necessity of protection, |, Government were passed, it would give all the Tell 
man, after what had been said. | for protection.’’ Such were the words used by | necessary protection. Mes 
Mr. THOMPSON said he hoped the gentleman || Mr. Clay; and were the gentleman from Indiana, || Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, would ask the gen- ointe 
from Kentucky would be allowed to make an || and the gentleman from Alabama behind him, so | tleman if when speaking of falsehood and forgery, | th 
explanation. | obtuse in their understandings as not to perceive | he meant to make any charge against him? As 
Mr. WHITE moved that the rules be sus- || that the leaving out the words “ for protection,” Mr. WHITE said he did not allude to the —aye 
pended to allow him to make an explanation in |, and the substitution of the preposition ‘* for”’in- || gentleman from Indiana as having committed a The 
reply to the gentleman from Indiana. ! stead of ‘* of ”’ changed the sense ? | forgery or falsehood; but the paper was not the Mr 
r, M. BROWN called for the yeas and nays; i Mr. HOUSTON rose and inquired if the gen- | less a forgery and falsehood, no matter who made moris 
which were ordered; and being taken, resulted— || tleman referred to him? | it. He did not charge the gentleman criminally. Publi 
yeas 128, nays 34. | _ Mr. WHITE said he did; but not in an offens- |, He would not go back and enter into any contro- the e: 
So the rules were suspended. || ive sense. He saw the gentleman smile, and || versy with the gentleman on the subject of Mr. Evan 
Mr. WHITE said he was very thankful for the || therefore referred to him. He meant no disrespect || Clay’s relations with the Bank of the United five, 
: courtesy extended to him by a majority of the |! to the gentleman. States; but he must say to him that he had used Hou 
oe House, in allowing him to make an explanation. || Mr. HOUSTON expressed himself as satisfied || an expression in relation to Mr. Clay that could on lo 
,S He intended to confinehimselfto the pointsin issue; || with the gentleman’s explanation. He did not | never be vindicated. The gentleman had charged a me 
ie and he must be permitted to say to the gentleman correctly hear what he said; and for that reason |! Mr. Clay with being the feed counsel of the be it 
ee from Indiana that, in presenting this subject this || asked him what he said. United States Bank in the Senate of the United this 
us morning, he had treated him with much discour- || Mr. WHITEcontinued. Now, he had denied | States. the | 
BF tesy. The gentleman had pondered over the con- | upon a former occasion, as he denied now, that || Mr. BROWN, of Indiana. I charged him with ferre 
a troversy between them for some days, and had || Mr. Clay ever in his life said there was no neces- being the feed counsel of the bank, and its advo- inte! 
a been collecting evidence to establish not only his || sity for protection. This wasthe ground thathe || cate in the Senate of the United States. and 
eI own vindication, but, as the gentleman seemed to || took then, and took now. But to understand this Mr. WHITE expressed himself gratified at the tion 
‘ suppose, his condemnation. He could tell the || question better, he would call the attention of the || gentleman’s explanation; and, after a few more latu 
aa and the House, and nes world, that,on || House to the ot in which this speech of i | remarks, resumed his seat. ine 
all occasions where veracity and honor were con- || Clay was made. It was not on a question of | can 
cerned, he was always avned and ready to vin- \ meukeiihien or of revenue, but on that of the pub- AMENDMENT OF THE RULES. the 
dicate himself from all assaults, let them come | lic lands; and Mr. Clay was speaking in reply to Mr. STEENROD obtained the floor, and ex- the 
from what source they might; and, on this occa- || Mr. Woodbury, who was pressing an amend- |! pressed the opinion that the debate should be tion 
sion, he was not only ready to vindicate himself || ment to the bill then pending, to pledge the pub- seed to a close. He rose to ask the general by 
as a man of truth, but he would leave the gentle- | lic lands for the support of the Government. He || Consent of the House for him to offer a resolu- of 
man in sucha position as his worstenemy would || would appeal to the gentleman from Indiana |! tion, the same in substance with one that had me 
scarcely desire for him, He would reiterate every || himself, if it was just to refer to any cursory re- || been offered a few weeks ago. Mr. 8. then read on 
word, every line, every syllable, that he had re- || marks of Mr. Clay on such an occasion, for the || the resolution, as follows: the 
peated on a former day in relation to this contro- || purpose of showing his sentiments on a great || Resoleed, That the following be added to the standing ob 


he 






1944. 


the House: Immediately on the Speake?’s taking 
each morning, the Clerk shall proceed to call the 

of the House, and shall thereupon enter upon the Jour- 
“ pames of the members who are present; also, the 
ml Ow of those Who are absent. 


e resolution being objected to, 


Mr. STEENROD moved to suspend the rules; 
pat the motion was lost without a division. 


ENGRAVING OF MAPS. 


The SPEAKER announced the business next 
in order to be the unfinished business of yester- 
‘ny on the resolution reported by the Commit- 
ee on Engraving to print fifteen hundred copies 
ofa map sent to Congress by the Surgeon Gen- 
eral, accompanying a report illustrating the the- 
ory of storms. The pending question was on 
agreeing to the resolution. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON called for the yeas and 
nays and they were ordered; and being taken, 
rsulted—yeas 88, nays 70. 

So the resolution was agreed to. 


WABASH AND ERIE CANAL. 


¢ ’ 


'| not a mere report, the friends of the canal wanted. || 


| 
| 
} 


| 


| 


The SPEAKER then called for reports from | 


the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. McCCLERNAND, from that committee, 
reported back to the House a variety of memo- 
rials on the subject of the enlargement of the 
Wabash and Erie canal, from whose further con- 
sideration he moved that the committee be dis- 
charged, and that they be laid upon the table. 


Mr. HOUSTON requested the gentleman to | 


slow them to go to the Committee of the Whole, 
having in charge a bill on that subject. 

Mr. OWEN moved their reference to a select 
committee of five members. 

Some conversation and explanations ensued, in 
which Mr. SAMPLE, Mr. McCLERNAND, 
Mr. OWEN, Mr. WRIGHT, of Indiana, and 
others took part. 

Mr. McCLERNAND at length intimated that 
he was willing to withdraw the motion to lay on 
the table at the request of Mr. Samp e, to give 
that gentleman an opportunity to make some 
statements on this subject, on condition that he 
would renew it. 

Mr. HOPKINS rose to a question of order. 
The gentleman had made his motion ag part of 
his report from the Committee on Public Lands, 
and therefore he had no control of it. 

Mr. ADAMS called for a division of the ques- 
tion; and, being divided, the question was first 
taken on discharging the committee from the fur- 
ther consideration of the memorials. 

Upon the next branch of the resolution, viz: to 
lay the memorials upon the table, a division was 
called, and the votes being counted by the Speak- 
er, there were—ayes 51, noes 37; no quorum 
voting. 

Tellers were then demanded and ordered. 


Messrs. GrinneLt and C, Jonnson were ap- | 


ener: who reported—ayes 62, noes 46; being 
ess than a quorum. 

A second count was demanded; and there were 
—ayes 60, noes 66. 

The motion to lay on the table was negatived. 

Mr. OWEN moved that so many of the me- 
morials reported back from the Committee on 
Public Lands as referred to a grant of lands for 
the extension of the Wabash and Erie canal to 
Evansville, be referred to a select committee of 


five. He would not, on this occasion, detain the | 


House over five minutes. He knew well that, 
on local matters such as this, ard especially on 


& mere question of reference, the House would | 


be impatient under any lengthened remarks. Yet 
this he would say: that the subject embraced in 
the memorials which he had moved to have re- 


ferred to a select committee, was one of very deep | 


interest to a large portion of the State of Indiana, 
and which formed the subject of a joint resolu- 
tion of that State at the last session of her Legis- 
lature. The object was to obtain a grantof lands 
in aid of the completion of the Wabash and Erie 
canal to Evansville. But, in regard to this matter, 
there were two interests—two rival interests—in 
the State; the one in favor of completing the na- 
tional thoroughfare from the canal to the Ohio, 
by way of the river Wabash; the other in favor 
of completing it by way of the canal, as in these 
memorials proposed. Of these two interests, the 
one (the river interest) had a bill in the House; 
the other (the canal interest) had not been able to 
obtain a bill from a standing committee. For that 
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reason, he proposed that the canal memorials | The SPEAKER replied that it would require 


should go to a select committee. 
now trouble the House with any argument as to 
the merits of either; this was not the proper time | 
for such argument. All he asked (and that he 


as the one interest had a bill in the House, the 
other should be permitted to have one also. If, 
when the bills came up, the House decided in | 
| favor of the river bill, in preference to the canal, | 
| so be it; the friends of the canal would acquiesce, | 
| but they wanted fair play. The gentleman from | 
| Illinois [Mr. McC.ernanp] has said that the 
minority on the Committee on Public Lands has | 
been suffered to make a report. That was true. 
| But the gentleman well knew that no minority of | 
| a committee could report a bill; and it was a bill, | 


1 
did ask asa matter of common justice) was, that, | 
| 
} 


| The only mode in which they could obtain this | 
| was through a select committee; and that, he | 


| ‘The yeas and nays were not ordered. 
| ‘The votes being counted by the Speaker, there | 
| were—ayes 68, noes 33—not a quorum. 

Tellers were appointed; and, having counted 
| the votes, they reported—ayes 77, noes 40. 

The motion was agreed to. 


THE TARIFF. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE then moved that the rules | 


| be suspended for the purpose of going into the 
| Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
| Union, with a view of taking up the tariff bill. 


| On this motion the yeas and nays were or- | 


| dered. 
Mr. C. JOHNSON moved a call of the House; 


which was not agreed to. 





yeas 85, nays 87; as follows: 


YEAS—Meessrs. Atkinson, James A. Black, Blackwell, 
Bowlin, Boyd, Jacob Brinkerhoff, Burke, Burt, Reuben 
Chapman, Augustus A. Chapman, Chappell, Cobb, Coles, 
Cross, Cullom, Daniel, John W. Davis, Dillingham, Drom- 
goole, Duncan, Ficklin, French, Hale, Hammett, Haralson, 
Herrick, Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, Hughes, Hungerford, 
James B. Hunt, Jameson, CaveJohnson, Andrew Johnson, 
George W. Jones, Andrew Kennedy, Preston King, La- 


ris, Owen, Payne, Pettit, Emery D. Potter, Purdy, Rathbun, 
David S. Reid, Reding, Keife, Rhett, Roberts, Robinson, 
St. John, Simpson, Slidell, Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, 
Spence, Steenrod, Stetson, Stiles, Stone, Sykes, Taylor, 
Thompson, Tibbatts, Tucker, Weller, Wentworth, Wheat- 
ton, Woodward, and Joseph A. Wright—85. 
NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Anderson, Ashe, Baker, 
Barringer, Barnard, Bidlack, Brengle, Brodhead, Milton 
Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Buffington, Cary, Carrol), Catlin, 
Causin. Chilton, Clinch, Cilingman, Cotlamer, Cranston, 
Dana, Darragh, Garrett Davis, Dellet, Dickey, Dickinson, 
Ellis, Elmer, Farlee, Fish, Foot, Giddings, Byram Green, 
Grinnell, Grider, Hardin, Harper, Hays, Hoge, Hubbell, 
Hudson, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Irvin, 
Jenks, Pericy B. Johnson. John P. Kennedy, Kirkpatrick, 





Pratt, Preston, Ramsey, Charles M. Reed, Ritter, Rockwell, 
Rodney, Rogers, Sample, Schenck, Senter, Severance, 
| David L. Seymour, Simons, Jolin T. Smith, Caleb B. Sinith, 


| John Stewart, ‘Tilden, Tyler, Vance. Vinton, Wethered, 


White, Williams, Winthrop, and William Wright—87. 
So the rules were not suspended. 


resolution, and moved to suspend the rules to re- 
ceive it: 


titled ** An act to provide revenue trom imports,” (No. 213, 


|| first session Twenty-Eighth Congress,) be made the special 


order of the day for the last Tuesday of December next. 


The motion was mares to. 
The roll was calle 
enty members answered to their names. 





The absentees having been called, it was as- 
certained that one hundred and eighty members 
| were present, 





| 
|| The SPEAKER directed the officers of the 


House to close the doors. 

Mr. C.J. INGERSOLL moved to suspend all 
further proceedings under the call. 

The motion was agreed to—ayes 78, noes 58. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL hoped the House 
would indulge him by suspending the rules to re- 
ceive ‘he reports of the standing committees. 

The SPEAKER said that there was a motion 
to suspend the rules pending. 

Mr. RHETT asked if that resolution required 
a vote of two thirds? 


} 


| 
| 
| 


| to suspend the rules, for the purpose of offering 


He would not || a majority of two thirds to make a special order. 


Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL here modified his 
resolution, soas to make it a postponement of 
the tariff bill till the last Tuesday of December 
next, instead of making ita special order for that 


day. 
Rr. WHITE called for the reading of the res- 
olution as it was modified. 
The resolution was read. 
Mr. WHITE called for the yeas and nays. 
The SPEAKER stated that this was a motion 


a resolution to postpone the consideration of a 
particular subject; and now he would suggest to 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania that it was a 
motion tp suspend the rules for the purpose of 
moving a postponement of a subject which was 





trusted, would not be refused to them. |! 
On this motion Mr. HUDSON called for the || 
|| yeas and nays. 


The yeas and nays were taken, and resulted— | 


McClelland, Mclivaine, Marsh, Edward J. Morris, Morse, || 
Moseley, Nes, Parmenter, Patterson, Peyton, Pheenix, | a ' \ 
|| December,’ and inserting the words ** to-morrow 


Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL offered the following | 


Resolved, That the bill to modify and amend the act en- | 


Mr. THOMPSON moved a cali of the House. | 


; and one hundred and sev- 


not now before the House; and therefore the 
| Chair would feel bound to decide such motion of 
ostponement to be out of order. 
Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL was understood then 
to withdraw the modification of his motion. 
The question recurred on the motion to sus- 
| pend the rules, for the purpose of offering the 
original resolution; on which the yeas and nays 
were ordered. 

The question was taken, and there were— 
yeas 147, nays 26; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Ashe, Atkinson, Baker, 
Barringer, Barnard, Bidlack, James Black, Blackwell, 
Boyd, Brengie, Jacob Brinkerhoff, Brodhead, Jeremiah 
Brown, Milton Brown, Buffington, Burke, Burt, Cary, 
Carroll, Causin, Reuben Chapman, Augustus A. Chapman, 
Chappell, Chilton, Clineh, Clingman, Clinton, Cobb, Coles, 
Collamer, Cross, Cullom, Dana, Darragh, Join W. Davis, 
Deberry, Dellet, Dickey, Dillingham, Dromgoole, Dunlap, 

| Ellis, Elmer, Farlee, Ficklin, Fish, Foot, French, Giddings, 
| Byram Green, Grinnell, Grider, Hale, Hammett, Haralson, 
| Hardin, Harper, Hays, Herrick, Holmes, Hopkins, Houston, 


|| Hubard, Hubbell, Hudson, Hughes, Hungerford, James B. 


Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Irvin, 
Jenks, Andrew Johnson, Cave Johnson, Perley B. Johnson, 
George W. Jones, John P. Kennedy, Kirkpatrick, La- 
branche, Lewis,-Lucas, MceCauslen, Maclay, McClernand, 
McConnell, Melivaine, McKay, Marsh, Edward J. Morris, 
| Morse, Moseley, Nes, Newton, Norris, Owen, Parmenter, 
| Patterson, Payne, Phenix, Emery D. Potter, Preston, Ram- 
sey, Rathbun, Charles M. Reed, Reding, Relfe, Rhett, Rit- 


|| ter,Roberts, Robinson, Rockwell, Rodney, Rogers, Sample, 
|, Schenck, Severance, David L. Seymour, Simpson, Slidell, 
}| Caleb B. Smith, John T. Smith, Robert Smith, Thomas 
branche, Leonard, Lucas, Lyon, McCauslen, Maclay, Mc- || 
Clernand, McConnell, McDowell, McKay, Murphy, Nor- || 


Smith, Spence, Steenrod, Stetson, Stiles, Strong, Sum- 
mers, Sykes, Taylor, Thompson, ‘l'ibbatts, Tilden, Tyler, 
| Vinton, Weller, Wentworth, Wethered. Wheaton, Wil- 
| liams, Winthrop, Woodward, Joseph A.Wriglit, and Yost 


|| —147. 
|| NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, James A. Black, Bowlin, 
|| William J. Brown, Catlin, Cranston, Danie), Dean, Dick 


| inson, Henley, Hoge, Preston King, Leonard, Lyon, Me- 
Dowell. Murphy, Pettit, Peyton, Purdy, David 8. Reid, St. 
| John, Senter, Simons, John Stewart, Tucker, White, and 
William Wright—26. 
So the rules were suspended 
Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL then offered his reso- 
lution, to make the tariff bill the special order for 
_ the last Tuesday in December. 
| Mr. DROMGOOLE moved to amend the res- 
olution by striking out ‘‘the last Tuesday of 


| at twelve o’clock.*’ 

On this motion the previous question was 
moved, and the yeas and nays demanded in vari- 
ous parts of the House. 

Mr. WHITE inguired if the pending motion 
would require a majority of two thirds? 

The SPEAKER was of opinion that a major- 
| ity was sufficient to carry the amendment. 

Mr. WHITE inquired what majority would 

be required to adopt the resolution, if it were 
| amended as proposed? 

The SPEAKER replied that a vote of two 
thirds would be required. 

The previous question was then sustained, and 
the yeas and nays ordered on the amendment; 
and, being taken, resulted—yeas 90, nays 92; as 
| follows: 

YEAS~—Messrs. Anderson, Atkinson, James A. Black, 
|| Blackwell, Bowlin, Boyd, Jacob Brinkerhoff, William J. 
|| Brown, Burke, Burt, Catlin, Reuben Chapman, Augustus 
| A. Chapman, Chappell, Clinton, Cobb, Coles, Cross, Cul- 
|| lom, Daniel, John W. Davis, Dean, Dromgoole, Duncan, 
|| Duntop, Elmer, Ficklin, Hale, Hammett, Haralson, Henley, 
|| Herrick, Holknes, Hoge, Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, 
| Hughes, Hungerford, James B. Hunt, Jameson, Uave John- 
|| son, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Andrew Kennedy, 
|| Preston King, Labranche, Leonard, Lewis, Lucas, Lyon, 
| McCauslen, Maclay, McClelland, McClernand, McDowell, 
|| McKay, Murphy, Norris, Owen, Payne, Pettit, Emery D. 
|| Potter, Purdy, Rathbun, David 8. Reid, Reding, Relfe, 
| Rhett, Roberts, Robinson, Simpson, Slidell, Thomas Smith, 

Robert Smith, Spence, Steenrod, Stetson, Stiles, Stwone, 


| Strong, Taylor, Thom Tibbatts, Tucker, Weller 
| Wentworth, Woodward, and Joseph A. Wright—90. ; 
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Barnard, Bidlack, James Black, Brengle, Brodhead, Milton HI Rathbun, David 8. Reid, Reding, Relfe, Rhett, Roberts, 
Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Buffington, Cary, Carroll, Causin, |; Robinson, St. John, David L. Seymour, Simons, Simpson, 
Chilton, Clinch, Clingman, Collamer, Cranston, Dana, || Slidell, Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, Spence, Steenrod, 
Darragh, Garrett Davis, Deberry, Dellet, Dickey, Dickin- | Stetson, Stiles, Stone, Sykes, Taylor, Thompson, Tib- 
son, Dillingham, Ellis, Farlee, Fish, Foot, French, Gid- |) batts, Tucker, Weller, Wentworth, Wheaton, White, 
dings, Byram Green, Grinnell, Grider, Hardin, Harper, || Woodward, and Joseph A. Wright—I 


01. 
Hays, Hubbell, Hudson, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. In- || NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Baker, Barringer, Bar- 
ersoll, Irvin, Jenks, Perley B. Johnson, John P. Kennedy, | n 


ard, Bidlack, James Black, Brengle, Brodhead, Milton 
irkpatrick, Mclivaine, Marsh, Edward J. Morris, Morse, | Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Carroll, Causin, Chilton, Clinch, 
Moseley, Nes, Newton, Parmenter, Patterson, Peyton, |; Clingman, Collamer, Dana, Darragh, Garrett Davis, De- 
Phoenix, Pratt, Preston, Ramsey, Charles M. Reed, Ritter, || berry, Dickey, Fish, Foot, French, Giddings, Grider. Har- 
Rockwell, Rodnucy, Rogers, St. Join, Sample, Schenck, || din, Harper, Hays, Hudson, Charles J. Ingersoll, Irvin, 
Senter, Severane ~ ’ L. Seymour, Simons, John T. || Jenks, Perley B. Johnson, John P. Kennedy, Kirkpatrick, 
Smith, Caleb B. ~......, ..ndrew Stewart, John Stewart, || Mclivaine, Marsh, Edward J. Morris, Morse, Moseley, 
Summers, Sykes, ‘Tilden, Tyler, Vinton,Wethered, Whea- || Nes, Newton, Parmenter, Pratt, Ramsey, Charles M. Reed, 
ton, White, Williams, Winthrop, William Wright, and || Ritter, Rockwell. Rodney, Rogers, Sample, Schenck, Sen- 
Yost—92. | ter, Severance, Summers, Tilden, Tyler, Vance, Vinton, 
So the amendment was negatived. | Wethered, William Wright, and Yost—76. 
' 


The question then recurred on the original res- || There not being two thirds in the affirmative, 


olution; on which the yeas and nays were‘ordered; |, the rules were not suspended. 


and being taken resulted—yeas 93, nays 100; as } Mr. TIBBATTS asked what was the next or- 
follows: | der of business? 

YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Baker, Barringer, Bar- || 
nard, Bidiack, James Black, Brengle, Brodhead, Milton || REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Buffington, Cary, Carroll, Causin, ° 
Chilton, Clinch, Chingman, Collamer, Cranston, Dana, The SPEAKER said that reports from the 


Darragh, Garrett Davis, Deberry, Dellet, Dickey, Dilling- || Standing committees were in order. 


ham, Ellis, Farlee, Fish, Foot, French, Giddings, Grinnell, | Mr. BURT, from the Committee on the Judi- 
Grider, Hardin, Harper, Hays, Hubbell, Hudson, Charles |) 


J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Irvin, Jenks, Perley B. || cary, reported a bill to provide for the purchase 
Johnson, John P. Kennedy,Kirkpatrick, McIlvaine, Marsh, || and distribution of a certain number of copies of 
Edward J. Morris, Morse, Moseley, Nes.Newton, Parmen- | Gordon’s Digest ofthe Laws of the United States; 
ter, Patterson, Pharnix, Preston, Ramsey, Charles M. Reed, ||} which was read twice, and referred. 


Ritter, Rockwell, Rodney, Rogers, Sample, Schenck, Sen- || + ¢. . . 
ter, Severance, David L. Seymour, John T. Smith, Caleb || Mr. CROSS, from the Committee on Private 


B. Smith, Andrew Stewart, Summers, Tilden, Tyler, | Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of Sol- 


Vance, Vinton, Wethered, Wheaton, Williams, Winthrop, || omon Journey, assignee of EHlumphrey Richings; 
William Wright, and Yost—&3. 


|| which was read twice, and referred. 

NAYVS—Mesers. Anderson, Atkinson, James A. Black, || . 
Blackwell, Bowlin, Boyd, Jacob Brinkerhoff, William ;; M r. BROWN, of Indiana, from the same com- 
Brown, Burke, Burt, Catlin, Reuben Chapman, Augustus A. |, mittee, reported a bill for the relief of the heirs 


Chapman, Chappell, Clinton, Cobb, Coles, Cross, Cullom, || of John Hart, deceased; which was read twice, 
Daniel, Jon W. Davis, Dean, Dickinson, Douglas, Drom- || and referred. 


oole, Duncan, Dunlap, Elmer. Ficklin, Byram Green, Hale, . 
Jammett, Haralson, Henlev, Herrick, Holmes, Hoge, Hop- Mr. HUDSON, from the Committee on Man- 
kins, Houston, Hubard, Hughes, Hungerford, James B. | ufactures, made a report on the subject of the 


Hunt, Jameson,Cave Johnson, Andrew Johnson, GeorgeW. | tariff; which was laid on the table, and ordered 
Jones, Andrew Kennedy, Preston King, Labranche, Leon- 


to be printed. 

ard, Lewis, Lucas, Lyon, MeCauslen, Maclay, McClelland, |) ‘ : : 
McClernand, McConnell, McDowell, McKay, Murphy, Mr. WHITE said he wished to make a mo- 
Norris, Owen,Payne, Pettit, Peyton, Emery D. Potter, Pratt, 
Purdy, Rathbun, David 8. Reid, Reding, Relfe, Rhett, Rob- | that report; but the motion was objected to, and 
erts, Robinson, St. John, Simons, Simpson, Slidell, Thomas | not received 
Smith, Robert Smith, Spence, Steenrod, Stetson, John a A . 
Stewart, Stiles, Stone, Strong, Sykes, Taylor, Thompson, Mr. HUGHES, from the Committee on Indian 
Tibbatts, Tucker, Weller, Wentworth, White, Woodward, Affairs, reported two bills for the relief of Isaac 
and Joseph A. Wright— 100. || S. Ketchem; which was read twice, and referred. 

So the resolution was not agreed to. 


hour had not expired, he hoped that reports from i mayer; which was read twice, and referred. 
committees would be received. || Mr. IRVIN, from the Committee on Military 

Mr. McKAY asked the indulgence of the | Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Josephine 
House, in order to make some disposition of the || Nourse; which was read twice, and referred. 
tariff bill. It would be recollected that, some || Mr. ATKINSON, from the Committee on 
days ago, he gave notice that he would renew the | Naval Affairs, reported a bill from the Senate 
motion to go into the Committee of the Whole || with amendments. 


each successive day, until the House decided || Mr. MURPHY, from the same committee, | 
whether they would act upon the bill or not. He | made an unfavorable report on the memorial of | 


believed, by the vote which had just been taken, Captain William L. Hudson and others; which 
that a majority was determined thataction should || Was laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 
be had upon it, and he believed that a majority || Mr. C.J. INGERSOLL, from the Committee 


was in favor of its passage. — differed, how- |, 00 Foreign Affairs, reported a bill to carry into | 


ever, as to the time when it should be taken up. |; effect the convention between the United States 


Some desired its postponement until Monday || and the Republic of Peru; which was read twice, | 


next; and, in a spirit of compromise, he proposed || and referred. ; 

that it be made the special order for Monday || Mr. I., from the same committee, made a re- 
next; and he appealed to gentlemen on the other || porton the subject of commercial intercourse with 
side to coincide with him in fixing that day. He | the Republic of Hayti; also an adverse report on 
moved a suspension of the rules, to enable him the memorial of Horatio Sprague. 

to offer a resolution for that purpose, whichis as | _ Mr. I., from the same committee, reported a 
follows: bill providing indemnity for the owners of the | 


Resolved, That bill No. 213, to modify and amend the act Spanish schooner Amistad; which was read 
entitied “ An act to provide revenue from imports, and to || twice, and referred. 


RESSIONAL GLOBE. 


NAYS—Mesers. Abbott, Adams, Ashe, Baker, Barringer, || ris,Owen, Payne, Peyton, Emery D. Potter, Preston, Purdy, 





| Mr. THOMPSON, from the same committee, || 
Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL said, if the morning || reported a bill for the relief of Henry S. Cum- 
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qqneek Renate has been hitherto appointed o, 
|| .Mr. WINTHROP remarked that th 
of = pare from re Hampshire diq not 
embrace the printing of the ee: 
fore hoped it would be read net? Be there 
Mr. HOPKINS moved the previous questi 
After some conversation, in which Mr. Win. 
THROP, Mr. HOLMES, and others, took..." 
The Clerk read the message, as follows Pett, 


To the House of Representatives: 

In compliance with a resolution of the Hoy 
of Representatives of the 23d March Jast requen, 
ing the President to lay before the House. 


“The authority and true copies of all requests q 
plications upon which he deemed it his duty to laters, 
with the naval and military forces of the United States - 
the occasion of the recent attempt of the people of Rhod 
Island to establish a free constitution in place of the * 
charter government of that State; also, copies of a 
structions to, and statements of, the charter COMMissioner 
sent to him by the then existing authorities of the State of 
Rhode Island ; also, copies of the correspondence betwee 
the Executive of the United States and the charjer “1 
ernment of the State of Rhode Island, and all the ni. a 
and documents connected with the same ; also, oui af 
the correspondence, if any, between the heads of Depan- 
ments and said charter government, or any person or per- 
sons connected with the said government, and of any 
accompanying papers and documents ; also, copies of all 
orders issued by the Executive of the United States 
of the Departments, to military officers, for the mo 
or employment of troops to or in Rhode Island ; also, copies 
of all orders to naval officers to prepare steam or other 
vessels of the United States for service in the waters of 
Rhode Island ; also, copies of all orders to officers of reyo. 
nue cutters forthe same service; also copies of any in- 
structions borne by the Secretary of War to Rhode Island 
on his visit, in 1842, 10 review the troops of the charter 
government; also, copies of any order or orders to any off 
| cer or officers of the Army or Navy to report themselves to 

the charter government; and that he be requested to Jay 
before this House copies of any other papers or documents 
in the possession of the Executive, connected with this 
subject, not above specially enumerated ;” 


—I have to inform the House that the Executive 
did not deem it his ‘‘ duty to interfere with the 


© Motion 


) Orany 
vement 





tion to print an additional number of copies of || naval and military forces of the United States,” 


in the late disturbances in Rhode Island, that no 
orders were issued by the Executive, or any of 
the Departments, to military officers, for the move- 
/ment or eniployment of troops to or in Rhode 
| Island, other than those accompanying this mes- 
| sage, and which contemplated the strengthening 

of the garrison at Fort Adams, whicli, consider. 
| ing the extent of the agitation in Rhode Islani, 
| was esteemed necessary and judicious; that no 
| orders were issued to naval officers to prepare 
| steam or other vessels of the United States for 
service in the waters of Rhode Island; that no 

orders were issued ‘* to the officers of the revenue 
| cutters for said service;’’ that no instructions 
were borne by the Secretary of War to Rhode 
Island, on his visit in 1842, to review the troops of 
the chartar government; and that no orders were 
given to any officer or officers of the Army or 
Navy to report themselves to the charter govern- 
ment. ‘* Requests and applications’’ were made 
to the Executive to fulfill the guaranties of the 
Constitution which impose on the Federal Gov- 
| ernment the obligation to protect and defend each 
| State of the Union against ** domestic violence 
and foreign invasion;’’ but the Executive wasat 
no time convinced that the casus federis had arisen 
which required the interposition of the military or 
naval power in the controversy which unhappily 
existed between the people of Rhode Island. | 
was in no manner prevented from so interfering, 
by the inquiry whether Rhode Island existed as 








parte’ ded for ether porposss, "approved Sith Aupaa, 1043, || __ “1°. 1.» from the wame committee; made's ro- 
be the special order of the day, on and after Monday next, port oe commumeation from the Department of 
the 15th instant, to take precedence of all other business || State on the subject of the bill respecting the re- 
until the same shall be finally disposed of by the House. || ciprocity treaty with Portugal; and said that he 

On this motion the yeas and nays were ordered. | had been requested by the Department of State 

Mr. WHITE intimated his acquiescence in | t0 move for the early consideration of that bill. 
the proposition. He was perfectly ready for the || He therefore gave notice that he should take the 
issue. | earliest opportunity of making the motion. 

The yeas and nays were then taken, and re- | The SPEAKER here announced that the morn- 
sulted—yeas 101, nays 76; as follows: ing hour had expired. 


YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Ashe, Atkinson, James A. RHODE ISLAND REVOLUTION. 


Black, Blackwell, Bowlin, Boyd, Jacob Brinkerhoff, Wil- i 
tiam J. Brown, Burke, Burt, Cary,Catiin, Reuben Chapman, || The SPEAKER laid before the House an ex- 


Augustus A.Chapman.Chappell, Clinton,Cobb,Coles, Cran- 


an independent State of the Union under a char- 
ter granted at an early period by the Crown of 
Great Britain, or not. 

It was enough for the Executive to know that 
she was recognized as a sovereign State by Great 
Britain by the treaty of 1783; that, at a later day, 
she had, in common with her sister States, poured 
out her blood, and freely expended her treasure, 
in the war of the Revolution; that she was 4 
party to the Articles of Confederation; that, at an 
after day, she adopted the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States as a free, independent, and republican 
State; and that in that character she bas always 


icati i tation in the 
ston, Cross, Cullom, John $V. Davis, Dean, Dickinson, Dil. |, °CU"¥e communication, being an answer from the | piace her full quota of represen 


lingham, Douglas, Dromgoole, Duncan, Elis, Elmer, Farlee, || President to a resolution of the House of Repre- | 


nate and House of Representatives; and up to 


Hate, Hammett, Haralson, Herrick, Holmes, Hoge, Hop- || sentatives of the 23d of March last, in relation to '| a recent day, she has conducted all her domestic 


kins, Houston, Hubard, Hubbell, Hughes, Hungerford, || the affairs of the State of Rhode Island, and the 
James B. Hunt, Jameson, Cave Johnson, Andrew Johnson, | 


George W. Jones, Andrew Kennedy, Preston King, Leon- | ; ae 
ard, Lewis, Lucas, Lyon, McCauslen. Maclay, McClelland, | struggle for a new constitution. 


McUlernand, McConnell, McDowell, McKay, Murphy,Nor- || Mr. BURKE moved its reference to-the select || resolution of the House of the 23d 


affairs and fulfilled all her obligations as a mem- 


interference of the President therein during the || ber of the Union, in peace and in war, under her 


charter government, as it is denominated by the 


Whe 
and, by 
requisit 
down tl 
in reco 
furnish 
tingenc 
laws. 
the Go 
munics 
which 

and dc 
unto a 

the E: 

Rhod 

while 

princi 

the c 

art | 

old 
to pr 
hope 
the ¢ 
ened 
that 
lette 
conf 

Ma’ 

ecut 
dis 

of 
ity 
lati 
acc 
tre 
of 

ha 









— . . . e 
[must be permitted to disclaim entirely and 
yalifiedly the right on the part of the Execu- 
ee make any real or supposed defects, exist- 
: in any State constitution or form of govern- 
x the pretext for a failure to enforce the laws 
pre guaranties of the Constitution of the United 
sates in reference to any such State. I utterly 
diate the idea, in terms as emphatic as I can 
employs that those laws are not to be enforced, 
; guaranties complied with, because the Presi- 
dent may believe t at the right of suffrage, or any 
other great popular right, is either too restricted 
or too broadly enlarged. I also, with equal 
strength, resist the idea that it falls within the 
Executive competency to decide in controversies 


rere of the nature of that which existed in Rhode 
os island, on which side the majority of the people 
0d may be, or as to the extent of the rights of a 
in. mere numerical majority. For the Executive to 
Nery sssume such a power, would be to assume a power 
“ed of the most dangerous character. Under such 
De. sssumptions, the States of this Union would have 
pers no security for peace or tranquillity, but might 
= be converted into the mere instruments of Exec- 
~ ytive will. Actuated by selfish epee, he 
iny might become the great agitator, fomenting as- 
alt salts upon the State constitutions, and declaring 
ny the majority of to-day to be the minority of to- 
i morrow; and the minority, in its turn, the ma- 
ler jority, before whose decrees the established order 
of of things in the State should be subverted. Rev- 
. dution, civil commotion, and bloodshed, would 
d, be the inevitable consequences. The provision 
er inthe Constitution intended for the security of 
i the States, would thus be turned into the instru- 
: ment of their destruction. The President would 
§ become, in fact, the great CONSTITUTION-MAKER 
3 for the States, and all power would be vested in 
his hands. 
: When, therefore, the Governor of Rhode Isl- 


and, by his letter of the 4th April, 1842, made a 
: requisition upon the Executive for aid to put 
down the Jate disturbances, I had no hesitation 
F in recognizing the obligations of the Executive to 
furnish such aid, upon the occurrence of the con- 
tingency provided for by the Constitution and 
laws. My letter of the 11th April, in reply to 
the Governor’s letter of the 4th, is herewith com- 
municated, together with all the correspondence 
which passed ata subsequent day, and the letters 
and documents mentioned in the schedule here- 
untoannexed. From the correspondence between 
the Executive of the United States and that of 
Rhode Island, it will not escape observation, that, 
while I regarded it as my duty to announce the 
principles by which I should govern myself, in 
the contingency of an armed interposition on the 
we of this Government being necessary to up- 
old the rights of the State of Rhode Island, and 
to preserve its domestic peace, yet that the strong 
hope would be indulged and expressed, that all 
the difficulties would disappear before an enlight- 
ened policy of conciliation and compromise. In 
that spirit, I] addressed to Governor King the 
letter of the 7th May, 1842, marked private and 
confidential, and received his reply of the 12th 
May, of the same year. ‘The desire of the Ex- 
ecutive was, from the beginning, to bring the 
dispute to a termination without the interposition 
of the military power of the United States; and 
it will continue to be a subject of self-congratu- 
lation that this leading object of policy was finally 
accomplished. The Executive resisted all en- 
treaties, however urgent, to depart from this line 
of conduct. Information from private sources 
had led the Executive to conclude that little else 
was designed by Mr. Dorr and his adherents than 
mere menace, with a view to intimidation; nor 
was this opinion in any degree shaken, until the 
22d of June, 1842, when it was strongly repre- 
sented, from reliable sources—as will be seen b 
reference to the documents herewith communi- 
cated—that preparations were making by Mr. 
Dorr, with a large force, in arms, to invade the 


State, which force had been recruited in the. 


neighboring States, and was already preceded by 
the collection of military stores in considerable 
quantities at one or two points. This was a state 
of things to which the Executive could not be 
indifferent. Mr. Dorr speedily afterwards took 
up his headquarters at Chepachet, and assumed 
the command of what was reported to be a large 
force, drawn chiefly from voluntary enlistments 
made in neighboring States. 
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The Executive could with difficulty bring itself 
to realize the fact that the citizens of other States 
had forgotten their duty to themselves and the 
Constitution of the United States, and entered | 
into the highly reprehensible and indefensible | 
course of interfering so far in the concerns of a 
sister State, as to have entered into plans of in- | 
vasion, conquest, and revolution; but the Exec- | 
utive felt it to be its duty to look minutely into 
the matter, and therefore the Secretary of War | 
was dispatched to Rhode Island with instruc- | 
tions, a ony of which are herewith transmitted, | 
and was authorized, should a requisition be made 
upon the Executive, by the Government of Rhode 
Island, in pursuance of law, and the invaders 
should not abandon their purpose, to call upon 
the Governors of Massachusetts and Connecticut | 
for a sufficient number of militia at once to crush | 
the invasion, and to interpose such of the regular | 
troops as could be pn from Fort Adams for 
the defense of the city of Providence, in the event | 
of its being attacked, as was strongly represented | 
to be in contemplation. Happily there was no | 
necessity for 7 issuing the proclamation or | 
ro for removing the troops from Fort || 
Adams, where they had been properly stationed. | 
Chepachet was evacuated, peed Dorr’s troops | 
dispersed, without the necessity of the interposi- | 
tion of any military force by this Government; 
thus confirming me in my early impressions that | 
nothing more had been designed from the first, | 
by those associated with Mr. Dorr, than to ex- 
cite fear and apprehension, and thereby to obtain | 
concessions from the constituted authorities, | 
which might be claimed as a triumph over the 
existing government. 

With the dispersion of Mr. Dorr’s troops, 
ended all the difficulties. A convention was | 
shortly afterwards called, by due course of law, | 
to amend the fundamental law, and a new con- 
stitution, based on more liberal principles than | 
that eee was proposed and adopted by the 
people. ‘Thus the great American experiment of | 
change in government, under the influence of opin- | 
ion, and not of force, has been again crowned || 
with success, and the State and people of Rhode | 
Island repose in safety under institutions of their || 
own adoption, unterrified by any future prospect | 
of necessary change, and secure against domes- 
tic violence or invasion from airtel, I congrat- | 
ulate the country upon so happy a termination || 
of a condition of things which seemed at one time | 
seriously to threaten the public peace. It may | 
justly be regarded as worthy of the age and of | 
the country in which we live. 

JOHN TYLER. 

WasuincrTon, April 8, 1844. 


Mr. HOPKINS withdrew his call for the pre- 
vious question, and believing that no good pur- || 
pose would be effected by referring the message | 
to the select committee, he moved that it be laid || 
on the table and printed. 

Mr. BURKE called for the yeas and nays; and | 
they were ordered. 

Mr. HOLMES wished a division of the ques- 
tion, so that the vote could be taken first on lay- | 
ing on the table, and next on the printing. 





| 


| 





Mr. HOPKINS inquired if this message was || 


in reply to a resolution reported from the select 
committee; and, on being answered in the affirm- 
ative, he withdrew his motion. | 

Mr. HOLMES renewed it; for, he observed, 
he wanted a condemnation of the whole Rhode 
Island scheme. 


first branch of the motion—to lay on the table, 
(a division having been ordered,) and the ques- 
tion was taken by yeas and nays, and resulted— 
yeas 66, nays 77. 

So the House refused to lay on the table. 

The message was then, by consent, ordered 
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diana, to Evansville, on the Ohio river; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, the petition of John Havens and forty-nine others, 
citizens of Park and Putnam counties, on the same subject ; 
which was referred to the same committee. 

By Mr. BAKER: The memorial of James W. Crooks 
and one hundred and three others, and of William B. Cal- 
houn and seventy-three others, citizens of the county of 
Hampden, Massachusetts, praying for an inquiry in relation 
to alleged destruction and waste of the public property at 
the Springfield armory. 

By Mr. HARALSON: The petition of the volunteer 
companies of the District of Columbia, praying to be organ- 
ized into a separate corps, distinc! militia; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Militia. 

Mr. TIBBATTS withdrew the petition and papers filed 
on behalf of the widow of Andrew Lewis, deceased, late 
an officer of the United States Army, praying to be reim- 
bursed the costs and charges of a suit instituted against him 
for responsibility incurred by him in his official capacity. 

By Mr..MURPHY: The petition of Catharine Remsen, 
widow of Garret Remsen, a revolutionary soldier, for a 
pension; which was referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions. 

Also, the petition of Aaron Lenox, for a pension, by rea- 
son of the disability received in the action between the 
frigates United States and Macedonia; which was referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. STEWART, of Pennsylvania: Five memorials, 
signed by a great number of the citizens of Pennsylvania, 
of all political parties, beseeching Congress not to interfere 
with the existing tariff, which, they allege, is rapidly re- 
storing the national prosperity and a sound currency by the 
importation of specie from abroad. 

Also, the petition and documents of Lucretia Haymaker, 
which were referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. 

By Mr. HALE: The petition of Samuel Spinney and 
sixty-three others, citizens of Portsmguth, New Hampshire, 
praying the passage of a law forbidding the sale of spiritous 
liquor in the Capitol, or other buildings belonging to the 
United States ; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Buildings and Grounds, 

By Mr. FICKLIN: The petition of John M. Burnett and 
a number of others,citizens of Coles county, Hlinois, pray- 
ing the establishment of a post route from Charleston, by 
way of Modreli’s Point, Oakland post office, Daniel's Mill, 
and New Albany, to Urbanna, in Champaign county; which 
se  n to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 

Roads. 

By Mr. RAMSEY : The proceedings of a public meeting 
of the citizens of Pine Grove, Schuylkill county, Pennsyl- 
vania, at which John A. Bechtel presided, earnestly remon- 
strating against any interference with the tariff of 1842. 

Also, the petition of John Barr, Isaac Harvey, and eighty 
others, citizens of Schuyikill county, Pennsylvania, pro- 
testing against any interference with the tariff of 1842. 

Also, the petition of Roland Kline, John G. Martin, and 
twenty-six others, citizens of Schuylkill county, Pennsyl- 
vania, of a like import. 

Also, the petition of John P. Leebrick, John Shannon, 
and eighty others, citizens of Dauphin county, Pennsylva- 
nia, of a like import. 

By Mr. MACLAY: The petition of William Durrell, of 
the city of New York, for the remission of a fine imposed 
under the alien and sedition law ; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. J. BRINKERHOFF : The petition of citizens of 
Richland county, Ohio, praying for the occupation of Ore- 
gon ; which was referred to the Committee on Territories. 

By Mr. HOGE: The petition of Basil Juck and Jonathan 
D. Winters and two hundred and eighty-nine others, citi- 
zens of the county of Jo Daviess, State of Illinois, praying 
the passage of a law providing for the sale of the reservec 
mineral lands of the Government upon the same terms and 
under the same regulations as other public lands; which 
was laid on the table. 

By Mr. WETHERED: The petition of J. McCrone, Ja- 
cob Munn, and one hundred and two others, citizens in the 
neighborhood of Avaton, Baltimore county, Maryland, 
earnestly praying Congress to abstain from all legislation 
on the subject of the tariff. 

By Mr. BLACKWELL: The memorial of ThomasTowns, 
asking pay for property taken from him during the revolu- 

| tionary war by a press-master of the Army of the United 
States. 

By Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin: The petition of H. Lad- 


|| ington and ninety-two others, citizens of Wisconsin, ask 


ing the establistiment of a mail route from Milwaukee, in 


|| the Territory of Wisconsin, to Saint Mary's post office, in 


| the town of Greenfield; from said office to the outlet of 
| Little Lake, in the town of Muskego; from the town of 
Muskego to Great Bend, (so called,) on Fox river; from 


|| thence through the northerly part of the town of Rochester, 


The SPEAKER then put the question on the | 


Racine county, to Troy, Walworth county ; from Troy to 
| Elkhorn; from Elkhorn to Delevan; from Delavan to Be- 
| loit, Rock county, in said Territory; which was referred 
| to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. THOMPSON: The petition of J. B Honcock, 
for confirmation of certain lands located by virtue of an act 


|| of Congress in his behalf; which was referred to the Com- 


mittee on Public Lands. i 
By Mr. RITTER: A memorial from citizens of Berks 





to be printed, and was referred to the select com- 

mittee, | 
Several executive communications were laid | 

before the House. 
The House then adjourned. 





the reporters by the members presenting them: 

By Mr. WRIGHT, of Indiana: The petition of Albert G. | 
Hutton and ninety-eight others, citizens of Park and Put- | 
nam counties, Indiana, asking that the Government would 
ee to the State of Indiana the vacant lands lying in the 

incennes land district, Indiana, for the purpose of con- 
tinuing the Wabash and Erie canal from Terre Haute, In- 


{ 
! 
The following petitions, presented to-day, were handed to 


|| county, Pennsylvania, praying that no change whatever 


be made in the present tariff, until experience shall have 
demonstrated that such change would be for the better. 

By Mr. HAYS: The memorial of sundry citizens of Penn- 
sylvania, remonstrating ag?imst any alteration in the tariff ; 
which was referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 





IN SENATE. 
Tuurspayr, “April 11, 1844. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a communication from the Navy Depart- 
ment, informing the Senate that the experiment 
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SS =s rere rere ae pr any | en : 
of Colt’s submarine battery would take place in | The bill was subsequently read a third time, |; not enter the Balize. The whol 
the Eastern Branch of the Boose river, at half | and passed. : "upon the selection of one arene turned 


past four o’clock on Saturday afternoon next. | Mr, MERRICK, from the Committee on the || the point to be considered was, which of tein 


| Post Office and Post Roads, reported back, with tions recommended possessed the 
PUTTTIONS, ees | an amendment, the bill from the House entitled | ber of advantages. A central point ses ae 
_Mr. BATES presenteda memorial from sundry | + An act to establish certain post routes in the || edly the best, and where else could that a rc 
citizens of Northumberland county, Pennsylva- | Territory of Florida.” point be found but at Memphis? ural 


nia, remonstrating against any alteration inthe 4, WOODBRIDGE submitted the following || been so considered. The Tian, always 
present tariff; which was referred to the Commit- | ‘ g | and en. 


: _ resolution; which, under the rule, lies one day on | gineers who had examined the matter had come 
— Finance. — a iin a the table: me same conclusion. 

80, a memorial from Davi mes, a citizen | ; ' r. J. urged, at considerable lensth 
of Massachusetts, in which he sets forth that a |, Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed || Ot fc 


‘ ; 4 ; ® | to transmit to the Senate such information as may remain || 8tZuMents in favor of selecting Me 
question having arisen between him and the Uni- | in the General Land Office relative to any confliction which || 
ted States, as to certain water privileges at the , may have heretofore occurred between existing regulations | 


; in Spri » +» | of the War Department, concerning the mineral lands, and | 
public ere, Spemaeett ee a |, the regular and systematic execution of the land laws; to- 
was submitted to the decision of three men agreed | pether with a statement of such further legislation as may 
upon by the parties; thatthe referees, upon a full || seem to be indicated by the practical execution of those 
hearing, made their award; that he has complied 


, laws and regulations, with the view ene of frauds, 
with it on his part; and that the agent refuses to the preservation of the simplicity of the general land sys- 
comply with it on the part of the United States. 


tem, and the proper protection of the interests of the nation 
As he has no other means of relief, he prays that ane rere neren ween eee | approaches th h the Gulf of Mexi 
ie , . _ approaches throu e Gulf of Mexico. 

Congress will, by the passage of an act or reso- || NAVAL DEPOT AND DOCK-YARD. the South and West had long since agreed a 
lution, cause the award, which is to be final be- On motion of Mr. FOSTER, the previous or- || southwestern naval depot and dock-yard should 
tween the parties, to be carried into effect, and ders of the day were postponed; and the Senate || be constructed at some central inland point acces. 
that a suit against him, which is in violation of | resumed the consideration of the bill to establish || sible by water. All these requirements were 
it, may be stayed; which was referred to the Com- || a navy-yard and depot at or adjacent to the city || concentrated at Memphis. The time was not far 
mittee on the Judiciary. of Memphis, Tennessee, and appropriating || distant when that point would be connected with 

Mr. EVANS presented a remonstrance from S. | $100,000 for that object. The question pending || the lakes to the North and West by canals 
M. Porter and others, citizens of Portland, Maine, || was the substitute proposed by Mr. BREESE, ap- ] and with South Carolina by railroad. I[t was al. 


» Various 
; mphis jn 
preference to any other point on the Missis. 
sippi river. He entered his protest against fy;. 
ther procrastination of this important question 
The West and the South did not grudge the 
] $160,000,000 which had already been devoted 1 
1 the defense of the harbors of the North; but the 

| had a right to complain that nota dollar had ber, 
| spent for the proper defense of the South, and jis 














against any alteration of the tariff at the present || propriating $5,000 for an accurate, minute, and || ready connected by river navigation with almost 
session of Congress. The remonstrance was | scientific examination and survey of some point || all sections of the Union. He concluded by re. 
signed by many sMip-owners and ship builders; | at or near the mouth of the Ohio; of Memphis, || ferring to the decisions of the Legislatures of 
which wes referred to the Committee on Finance. | in Tennessee; and of Natchez, in the State of || Tennessee and Mississippi in favor of the selec- 
Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from || Mississippi; with a view solely to the capabilities || tion of Memphis. 
Haworth Wetherald, and other citizens of Penn- | and advantages of each of said places for a naval || Mr. CHOATE said he intended yesterday to 
sylvania, representing that they consider the | depot and yard for building, equipping, furnish- | move, at one o’clock to-day, to take up the sub- 
present tax of two and a half cents a pound im- | ing, and repairing steamships and other vessels || ject of the tariff; but his friend from Tennessee 
posed on imported brown sugar exorbitant, being || of war, for the use of the Rove of the United | had made so eatnest an appeal to him to allow 
from eighty to one hundred per cent. upon the | States; and empowering the President to employ || this bill to be disposed of, that he would not now 
cost of the article, at the place from whence it is || some naval officer, of the rank of post captain, in | make the motion he intended. He would, how- 
imported; and that, as itis an article which en- || connection with the United States topographical || ever, give notice that he would call up the reso- 
ters into the consumption of évery poor man’s | engineers, to undertake the survey and examina- | lution of the Finance Committee in relation to the 
family, it ought to be lightly taxed; and they ask || tion, and to report to Congress, at the next ses- } tariff bill, introduced by the Senator from South 
that Congress will reduce the duty on this article sion, detailed and faithful statements. | Carolina, (Mr. McDurrig,] to-morrow at one 
to the lowest rate of per cent. imposed on any || Mr. JARNAGIN observed that it might be ex- || o’clock. 
imported commodities; which was referred to the || pected he should say something on this subject. The PRESIDING OFFICER stated the pend- 
Committee on Finance. || He understood the objection to the original bill | ing question on the bill now under discussion, 
Also, three memorials from citizens of Penn- | to be, that a sufficient examination had not been MC. BREESE said that, yesterday he had 
sylvania on the subject of the tariff, similar toa | made of the Mississippi river, with a view of de- |, called for the reading of the report, which, he 
reat number which he had abeady presented, || ciding whether a better site than Memphis could |, took for granted, accompanied the amendment 
Gecidedly in opposition to any change of the ex- | be found. He expressed his surprise that the || proposed by the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
isting tariff, until it was demonstrated by ascer- || State Legislature of Mississippi should have || The PRESIDING OFFICER stated that no 
‘ tained facts that such a change would be neces- || passed resolutions instructing its Senators, and || report had been made on the subject by the Con- 
sary; which was referred to the Committee on || requesting its Representatives, to vote for the es- | mittee on Naval Affairs. 


Finance. ; tablishment of a naval depot and dock-yard at || Mr. BAYARD said there was no report made 
Also, a memorial from a number of inhabitants | Memphis, in case it should be proved, by actual |, from the Committee on Naval Affairs in relation 


of Pennsylvania, asking Congress to restore the | survey, that a better point could not be found in | to this bill; because there was a disposition on 
four companies of horse artillery in service, to | the State of Mississippi, if the objection urged | the part of the committee to have this matter 
the peace establishment of one hundred men,rank |, by the Senator from Mississippi, [Mr. Wa ker,] | fairly discussed by those who were best ac- 
and file; which was referred tothe Committee on _ yesterday, existed, that the depth of water in the || quainted with the localities, and to leave it en- 
Military Affairs. || channel between Natchez and Memphis was only || tirely unprejudiced by their opinion. It was now 
Mr. ATCHISON presented a petition from | five and a half or five feet. He scrutinized the || proposed, instead of making an appropriation for 
James C. Jackson, and a number of other citizens || arguments of thatSenator[Mr. Warker] in favor | the execution of this work, to direct further sur- 
of Van Buren county, Missouri, praying for an || of Natchez; and concluded that the only prefer- | veys to be made; and the question which natur- 
appropriation for removing obstructions to the || ence pet one out was onthe ground of a better | ally presented itself to the minds of Senators was, 
navigation of the Missouri, Mississippi, and || depth of water being always found at Natchez; | ** Should not this be done ?”’ Why should notall 
Ohio rivers; which was referred to the Committee || but that was only a secondary consideration, for | the information which could be obtained in rela- 
on Military Affairs. | vessels of war constructed at Memphis could, in | tion to it, be obtained before there was any action 
Mr. WALKER presented a memorial from || favorable stages of water, be taken down to || on the subject. The answer to this proposition 
citizens of Biloxi, Mississippi city, Pass Chris- |, Natchez and moored there,so as to be ready,on | might be found in a reference to the history 
tian, and Shieldsborough, praying for the estab- || any emergency, to be floated down to New Or- || of this matter. It had been agitated for several 
lishment of new mail routes and new light-houses || leans, or the mouth of the river. years. It was nothing new. It was a subjectin 
on the coast of that State; which was referred to || It was in vain to argue that the bills of mortal- || which the West took a deep interest. Publicat- 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. || ity ee that Natchez was Saas as aa oar re = to it for ort ee 
his. orkmen never would believe it. They || It had been discussed in the papers. It had been 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. sivet could be got to locate themselves there for || discussed in periodical publications. It had been 
Mr. BAGBY, from the Committee on Territo- || the same wages that they would at Memphis. || presented by the State Legislatures to the atten- 
ries, reported back, with a substitute for the || Their belief would be, notwithstanding all quar- || tion of Congress, by memorial; and, in the year 
whole bill, the bill from the House giving the as- || antine regulations, that a site which has hereto- || 1842, in consequence of the memorials sent to 
sent of Congress to the holding an extra session || fore been so often and so frightfully visited by || Congress at that time, a report was made in the 
of the Legislative Assembly of the Territory of | yellow fever, would again be subject to its rav- || House of Representatives, by a gentleman from 
lowa. || ages—perhaps when such a thing was least ex- | New York, (on the 10th of August,) in favor of 
Mr. B. stated the importance of having imme- | pected. No one could contend that the low stage | surveying the harbor of Memphis—that being 
diate action on the bill, as a session of the As- | of water continued at any time for more than | designated at the time as being a proper site for 
sembly was soon to be held; and, on his motion, || three months in the year; and the report proves | such a purpose. The attention of the West was 
the previous orders of the day were postponed, | that an average of seven feet may be calculated | drawn to this. It was a matter in which the pub- 
and the bill was taken up as in Committee of the | upon throughout the year from Memphis to the || lic generally took an interest, and which had at- 
Whole. The substitute having been agreed to, || Balize. For the other nine months of the year, || tracted the notice of Congress. 
the bill was reported to the Senate, and ordered || he apprehended the depth of water would prove In this state of things the report was made, to 
to be engrossed, as amended, for a third reading. || to be quite enough to float the most approved | which he had referred, upon which a bill was 
The substitute, which was adopted, provides | modern vessels of war. The objection was of | based; and which bill passed the House of Rep- 
that an extra session of the Legislative Assembly || little weight, that such vessels could not be || resentatives on the 24th of August of that year. 
may be held in June, 1844, without expense to || to New Orleans in low s of water; for that | That would have been the period, one would have 
naturally supposed, if there had been any doubt in 





the United States. | was the very time that foreign ships of war could | 
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~~ on to this matter, for directing this special 
_ Was that done? Was there a voice 
ad at that time against the proposition to sur- 


ral . ° “ 
ifically this spot, conceived by all mem- 
WY from the State of ississippi to be the proper 


for the location of this depot? The bill 
dthe House of Representatives with scarcely 
opposition. He believed it would be seen by 
any rence to the Journal, that the yeas and nays 
werenotcalled. On its passage through the House 
it was introduced to the Senate; but at so late a 
riod that it was impracticable to act upon it. It 

yas passed by the House on the 24th of August, 
1342, and was brought into the Senate on the next 
jay. By some mistake, it was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. The committee dis- 
covered the mistake, and asked, next day, to be 
jischarged from the further consideration of the 
gubject. It was then referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. Congressadjourned on Wednes- 
day, the 3lst of the same month; and in the press 
of business before it, so near the termination of 
the session, had no time to examine into the sub- 
ict, The consequence was, there was no action 
upon it. What followed? In the succeeding year, 
(at the ensuing session of Congress,) this matter 
was again agitated in the House of Representa- 
tives; memorials were presented; and a bill passed 
the House authorizing the survey of this specific 
sot. The bill passed the House of Representa- 
uves, and was brought to the Senate, and referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs; and he recol- 
ected himself being at the pains of inquiring 
whether there would be any doubt in regard to 
the propriety of founding a depot at that spot, 
und whether the advantages of that location were 
pot so Superior that it was needless to direct a 
survey of any otherspot. He remembered per- 
fecly well that his friend from Kentucky [Mr. 
CairreNDEN] had had some misgivings as to 
whether this site should be selected; but after re- 
fecting upon the matter, and hearing the opinions 
of gentlemen who had lived there, he changed his 
mind; and the bill passed the Senate without the 
slightest opposition. It was the general sentiment 
that, if a depot was to be established on the Mis- 
sissippi river at all, Memphis was the proper lo- 
cation. Accordingly, a bill was reported from the 
Committee on Naval Affairs to the Senate; and it 
passed intoa law. That bill appropriated the sum 
of $3,000 for the purpose of an examination and 
survey of the harbor of Memphis, in the State 
of Tennessee, to ascertain the advantages of that 
place for a naval depot. 

In May of the same year, the eto of the 
Navy, acting under the authority of this bill, ap- 
pointed a commission for the purpose of making 
thesurvey. lt was made; ra the report of that 
commission (which consisted of a captain, com- 
mander, and lieutenant, in the naval service of 
the United States—very able men, all of them) 
had been communicated to the Senate. It was 
upon the evidences of that report that memorials 
from Arkansas, (which might be considered as a 
disinterested State,) Tennessee, Mississippi, and 
Louisiana—showing the general sense of the 
West—were sent to Congress; and a bill was in- 
troduced simultaneously in the House of Repre- 
sentatives and the Senate. That introduced in 
the House had been referred to the appropriate 
committee; which, in its subsequent report, pro- 
posed to strike out the original bill, and insert a 
ees and it was still pending before that 

y: 

The history of the previous action of Congress 
upon this subject brought us down to the ques- 
tion as to the propriety of ene any legis- 
lative action upon this bill. hy should the 
Senate—after this matter had been debated and 
discussed here, not once, but over and overagain, 
in the presence of gentlemen representing all the 
places at which it was proposed to establish the 
depot, all concurring that such a work was ne- 
cessary—delay further action upon it? If it were 
true that Memphis was the proper spot for the 
construction of a depot—and the report showed 
conclusively that it was—why not carry the work 
into execution without delay ? 

_Upon the subject of this site, he had a memo- 
rial from the General Assembly of Tennessee, in 
which he found’the following passage: 


place 


“Tn reference to this well-situated and flourishing young 
city of the your memorialists will do but little more 
than express their entire conviction that it is a point whieb 


THE 


an 
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embraces more of the advantages of locality—more central {| had 


in position as to population, territory, and products—more 
the spot of preference, as far as public expression has been 
made, than any other point in the West. It is the highest 
point on the Mississippi river that is at all times unob- 
structed by ice, and from which navigation south can al- 
ways be safely depended on in low water. It is situated 
on a high and commanding bluff, supported by a vast and 
fertile back country; is below the mouths of the Ohio, the 
Cumberland, and Tennessee rivers, and in the midst of one 
of the finest regions of timber in the world.” 
* * * * * * * *. 


* * 


* Butother circumstances still more strongly recommend 
Memphis for its advantages in a national point of view. 
It is in the interior, eight handred miles from the mouth of 
the great Mississippi, with undoubted navigation atall times 
for the largest vessels. It is ata point far enough south not 
to be disturbed in winter by ice, and far enough north to be 
saved in summer from the peculiar diseases of the South. 
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It is far enough in the interior to be protected from surprise | 
by a sudden assault from a hostile fleet; and, by the appli- | 
cation of steam, is near enough the seaboard to bring its | 


preparations for defense and attack to bear upon the ocean 
m any and every emergency. It is below the mouths of 


all but two of the great tributaries of the Mississippi, where | 


the greatest nuinber of efficient volunteers, and the greatest 
amount of provisions and munitions of war can be thrown 
in the least possible time, and at the least possible expense. 
At no point can all the materials for building steainers and 
other vessels, and subsistence and supplies of every descrip- 
tion, be concentrated so rapidly and at so small expense. 
A distinguished officer of the Navy, in writing of the advant- 
ages of Memphis in this point of view, says: 

‘*¢ Instead of carrying the live-oak from Louisiana to 
New York or Boston for building steamers, is we now do, 
it could then be carried, at half the cost, and only one sixth 
the distance, to Memphis. A national dock-yard there 
would open a market for the hemp of Kentucky, the coal 


of Pennsylvania, the pork of Ohio, the beef of Lilinois, the | 


flour of Michigan, the copper of Iowa, the lead of Missouri, 
and for the iron, the mechanical skill, and agricultural pro- 
ducts of all these States.’ ”” 


The memorial from the State of Arkansas was || the nation could be gathered. 


tothe same effect. The tate of Mississippi ori- 


ginally selected this point, as best suited for the | 


location of adepot. It was true, she had since 


rescinded her resolutions, and instructed her Rep- | 


resentatives and Senators to propose Natchez; 
but if Natchez should not be chosen as the spot, 


their second choice. There were, also, memo- 


rials from Tennessee, from Mississippi, and Ark- | 


ansas; and a memorial from the Legislature of 


Kenwcky, asking that an establishment should | 


be made somewhere in that State for the use of 
the Navy of the United States. There was a me- 
morial from the General Assembly of Missouri, 
asking that an agency should be established in 
the West for the cultivation and manufacture of 
water-rotted hemp. The general sense of the 
West was, that there should be a national estab- 


lishment of this kind somewhere on the Missis- | 


sippi river, which should be responsive to the 
prayer of these different memorials. 

In regard to the capacities of Memphis for this 
work, he apprehended that there had been an en- 
tire mistake in the discussion of this matter, as to 
what was intended to be done, or what would be 
proper to be done. It was proposed that Mem- 

his should be a place of construction and repair. 
The two subjects were confounded. 


but it did not follow that it should be a place for 
repairing vessels. Besides, there was a vast 
amount of workmanship to be done in fitting ves- 
sels that might be done at Memphis, independent 
of the construction of them. 
cables, tanks for water, caboose-houses, steam- 
engines, boilers, &c. All these were things that 
might be executed there as well as at any other 
place. The workmen and material could be ob- 
tained there as well as elsewhere. It presented 
great advantages in regard to the convenience of 
obtaining material for the construction of vessels 
—of iron, as well as of wood. 

It was an entire misapprehension to confound 
the constructing and repairing of vessels. They 
were two different things. The repairing of ves- 
sels should be done spon the sea-board. We 
should be prepared for this exigency on the spot, 
and at the moment when it was necessary. De- 
pots of repair should always be located at or near 
the ports of defense. It seemed to him that the 
true mode in which the Gulf of Mexico was to 
be defended was this-—and he would expend any 
amount of money that was necessary for the pur- 
pose—at the entrance into the Gulf at Dry Tor- 
tugas, or Key West, there should be permanent 
fortifications and a dock, and that would be the 

roper place for adepot of repairs. There should 
be a similar establishmentat Pensacola. In that 


525 


; and, since the fortification must be put there, 
| and since the repairs of the Navy must be done 
| upon the sea-board, (because, in certain emergen- 
| cies, it would be impracticable to run up a dis- 
| tance of eight hundred miles, to Memphis to have 
| the repairs done) vessels must be repaired at Pen- 
sacola or Key West. These were the points for 
aes and repairs. 
| e held in his hand a report which was made 
to the Bureau of Engineers; and a very valuable 
and able paper it was. In 1840 this report was 
made on the defense of the coast, and the estab- 
lishment of a depot. He would read a few pas- 
| sages from it to the Senate, which would present 
the matter in a clear point of view. It referred to 
the coast between Passamaquody and the mouth 
of the Sabine, and it was to that part he wished 
to call the attention of the Senate: 

“ The first positions that present themselves, on doubling 
around Cape Florida into the Guit of Mexico, are Key West 
and the Dry Tortugas. 

* This board concur in the opinion heretofore expressed 
in favor of these fine harbors; and they beg leave to refer 
for very interesting statements, in relation to the latter har- 
bor especially, to a letter from Commodore Rodgers to the 
Secretary of the Navy, July 3, 1829, (Senate Document, 
first session Twenty-First Congress, vol. 1, No. 1, page 236 ;) 
and letter from the Secretary of the Navy, March 25, 1830, 
(Senate Documents, first session Twenty-First Congress, 
vol, 2, No. IL1, page 1.) 

| **A naval force, designed to control the navigation of the 
Gulf, could desire no better position than Key West or the 

| Tortugas. Upon the very wayside of the only path through 
the Gulf, it is, at the same time, well situated as to all the 
|| great points therein. It overlooks Havana, Pensacola, 
| Mobile, the mouths of the Mississippi, and both the inlet 


|; and the outlet of the Gulf.” 


| 
| 





Memphis || 
might be a place for the construction of vessels; | 


This was the point at which the resources of 
It was the point 
| at which we were to protect the interest of the 
_ western and southern commerce. 


| The Tortugas harbors, in particular, are said to afford 
| perfect shelter for vessels of every class, with the greatest 
| facility of ingress and egress. And there can be no doubt 


|| thatan adversary in possession of large naval means would, 
that they should vote for Memphis—that being 


with great advantage, make these harbors his habitual re- 

| sort, and his point of general rendezvous and concentration 
for all operations on this sea. With an enemy thus posted, 
the navigation of the Gulf by us would be imminently haz- 
ardous, if not impossible; and nothing but absolute naval 
superiority would avail anything against him. Mere mili- 

| tary means could approach no nearer than the nearest shore 
of the continent.”’ 


It should be recollected that this was the report 
of a board of most eminent military engineers. 
It was the report of the board of engineers, at the 
head of which presided Colonel Totten, whose 
reputation was of the highest character. 

With regard to Pensacola, these observations 
were made: 


| Pensacola hay.—The upper arms of this considerable bay 

receive the Yellow- Water or Pea river, Middle river, and 
Escambia river. The tributaries of the last, interlocking 
with the Alabama and the Chattahoochie, seem to mark the 
| routes whereby, at some future day, canals will convey a 
part of the products of these rivers to Pensacola ; while the 
qualities and position of the harbor, and the favorable na- 
ture of the country, have already marked out iines of raii- 
road with a vast interior region. 


Colonel Totten then came down to New Orleans, 
and indicated the nature of the defenses that ought 
there to be established. 

It would be perceived, then, that in a military 
| point of view, so far as the defense of the coun- 





There were chain || 


| try, and the commerce of the river Mississippi 
|} and of the Gulf of Mexico were concerned, it 
|| was the policy of the United States to establish 
a dock for repairs at Tortugas or Key West. It 
, would be necessary also to have constructed at 
Pensacola a naval depot and dock-yard for the 
purpose of repairs, as contradistinguished from 
the construction of vessels; because, on account 
| of the climate, and the difficulty of getting hands, 
| the place of construction should be at a more 
|| convenient and healthy point. , 
What was expected by the Senate? Did they 
expect to have vessels sent in a complete state, 
from the hands of the contractors, into their na- 
tive element, fitted for sea in every respect, armed 
| atall points? No; this was not tobe done. At 
| a very trifling expense many vessels were sent 
| from the places where they were constructed to 
| other ports for this purpose, as was the case of 
| the Pennsylvania, which was sent from Philadel- 
| phia to the harbor of Norfolk. 

| In order te get rid of the embarrassment occa- 
| sioned by this confusion of two different terms, 
| it was necessary to separate them. Construction 
| was one thing—repairanother. Memphis might 
| possess many advantages as a place for the con- 


| 


position, control over all the country could be || struction of veasels, but none asa place of reper. 
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It might be asked where, then, was the necessity | ferent exigencies of the service—works necessary 


of a depot or navy-yard of construction at all at || 
Memphis? To solve that, it was necessary to | 


consider what was to be done at that depot. He | 
would enumerate what might be provided. There | 
were chain cables, cabooses, steam-engines, | 


for the construction of cannon, steam-engines, 
&c.? These articles could befabricated as cheap 
at Memphis as at any point in the United States. 
Why should not the establishment be made at this 
point, when it was asked by not less than three 


water-tanks, powder-tanks, all to be constructed, || or four of the sovereign States of the Union? 


and all of which were now done atthe navy-yard | 


As to the capacities of Memphis, and the pro- 


at Wastington. This navy-yard, when in full || priety of its location for this purpose, no one who 


operation—employing a thousand men—was ca- 
pable of supplying all the present exigencies of | 


the naval service. Why, then, have a depot for | 


the construction of articles of this kind at Mem- | 
phis? Ali that was necessary forthe exigencies 

of the service was done at 
then, have a depotat Memphis? Forthis reason: | 
It was in a time of peace that we were to make 
our preparations for a time of war. It was a || 
concession which was due to the wishes of the || 





States which desired a western depot. It was | 
now that vessels were to be built up for the sup- 
ply of their wants. 
W hat was the difference between the mode of || 
conducting modern warfare and ancient? In for- || 
mer times they satisfied themselves with collect- || 
ing together vast amounts of treasures; and they || 
depended upon ingots of gold for their supplies, I 
in case of need. It was different with us. We |! 
had another description of treasure to look to. |) 
There was much necessary for the defense of the || 
service. Cannon, powder, shot, material for the || 
fabrication of vessels—all these things had to be || 
accumulated. We had our establishments of con- || 
struction and repair to erect. These were the 
resources of modern war—this was our great 
treasury—these were the means which we were | 
to have in reserve to meet great exigencies. After | 
all, war could not be carried on without the means | 
or money. Where the ordinary revenue of the | 
country did not furnish it, the Government was || 
obliged to be indebted to its credit. It was indis- 
pensably necessary, in a time of peace, to prepare | 
for theseexigencies. The Constitution authorized | 
Congress to create and maintain a Navy; but it || 
spoke in a different language where it authorized | 
the raising of an army. The power to raise 
armies was limited, and could only be carried || 
into effect for two or three years at a time. Such 
was the general excitement of the public mind at 
that time, and such the jealousy against standing | 
armies, that they could not be endured beyond 1 
the moment of danger. Butthat was not the lan- | 
| 





guage of the Constitution in regard to the naval 
service. ‘* Congress shall have power to create 
and maintaina Navy.’’ Itappeared to throw all || 
good and evil report upon it aside, in view of the || 
nature of the service, requiring it to be perma- | 
nently maintained—it made no limitations. A 
Navy was e thing that could not be brought up 
inaday. Thedocks could not be constructed iu | 
aday. The ships could not be built in a day. 
He had heard here repeatedly something like 
reproach upon the action of this Government, in 
relation to the’great expenditures which had been | 
made for the Atlantic squadron. And for what? 
Was it because it protected our resources, our 
wealth, and our commerce? In the progress of || 
time, these appropriations, once confined to the || 
sea-board, spread themselves over the whole coun- |! 
try, north and east; and now the time had come | 
when this Government was bound to turn its at- || 
tention to the great interests of the West. Those 
States would soon be able to exhibit as much in 
evidence of their commercial prosperity, as they || 
were able to exhibit along the coast of the Atlan- |) 
tic. He was prepared, at any moment, to ap- || 
propriate any sum of money that was desired, || 
be it one, ten, or one hundred million dollars, to 
make for the Southwest a Gibraltar to protect its | 
commerce. 
The interests of the great valley of the Missis- || 
sippi ought to have the patronage of the General | 
Government; and he was prepared at any time 
to appropriate, for the construction of establish- 
ments for the security of the great highway of | 
western and southern commerce—the Mississippi | 
river—any sum of money which was eet 1 
to render it secure. He had no question that such | 
was the general sense of the Senate. It was a | 
common interest; it was a national interest; and 
a national feeling must naturally lead all to that 
conclusion. Why should not,Congress appro- | 
priate this money for the purpose of constructing || 
a dock-yard—with works necessary for the dif- |! 


| read the report of the board of commissioners, 


who had examined it, could believe anything less 
than what they said. There was seven feet of 
water there, at the lowest stage of water. But 
what was the average depth of the river? About 


ashington. Why, || twenty feet. Foratleast six months in the year, 


the depth of the river was from thirty to thirty- 


| five feet. It might be said, indeed, that for nine 


months in the year, that was the depth. There 
was, then, an average of about twenty feet. It 
was not necessary, nor was it proposed, to take 


_ sloops-of-war up the Mississippi this distance for 
| the purpose of repair. They mightbe constructed, 


either of iron or wood, and carried down the 
Mississippi and fitted at Pensacola. This would 
be going down stream—going with the current, 


‘| and with abundance of water. 


It did seem to him, when three or four States 
were found drging the establishment of this depot 
at Memphis, and asking it as a matter deeply in- 
volving their interest, that Congress ought to 
conform to their wishes. , 

Mr. BREESE observed that the speech of the 
chairman of the Naval Committee had satisfied 
him that this was a magnificent and important 


a of the greatest national consequence. 


t only confirmed him in the conviction that 
a matter of such vast national importance de- 
manded, in its progress, the utmost circumspec- 
tion—most particularly in the selection of a proper 
site. None of the arguments advanced in favor 
of Memphis, had satisfied him that it alone was 
the only suitable point. He desired further ex- 
amination, and a propersurvey by an authorized 
engineer of the Government, to ascertain whether 
a better site than Memphis can be selected. If it 


| should turn out that such examination and survey 


would demonstrate that Memphis was the best 


| point which could be selected, he should give his 


support to that selection. But it was his opinion 


| and the opinion of many, that greater advantages 


would result from the selection of some point 
above Memphis, if not at the mouth of the Ohio. 


| It was right and proper that the public should be 
|| satisfied of this by a suitable investigation. He || 
read some extracts from reports on the subject of 


a variety of points which mignt be chosen above 
Memphis. He also read passages from the re- 


|| port of the commissioners who examined the site 
of Memphis in 1841, for the construction of a 


western armory, to show that it was a point sub- 


| ject to very great objection. He admitted that 


Memphis had its advantages—very great advant- 
ages; but so had other points. And if those of 
Memphis were superior to any other, it could 


suffer no detriment from a proper examination of 
| other points, and a comparison between them 


and it. 

Mr. FOSTER observed that the gentleman op- 
posite had taken so much pains to prove, from 
documents, that Memphis was not only un- 
healthy, but exceedingly objectionable in other 
respects, that he felt called upon to quote, from 
more recent documentary evidence, some passages 
proving quite the reverse of all the gentleman had 
adduced. Mr. F. then read several passages from 
the report of the board of commissioners appoint- 
ed toexamine Memphis as a site suitable for this 


|| dock-yard and depot. 


Mr. BREESE made a brief reply as to the 
prices of various articles at Memphis. 

Mr. BAYARD had but a word to say in rela- 
tion to the objection made by the Senator from 


| Ilinois—that sufficient examination had not been 
made of the 


oints to justify the selection of 
Memphis, and that the board of commissioners 
had not given a decided opinion in favor of it as 
a selection. Now, in answer to this, he should 
merely say that Congress, by its act, had pre- 
scribed to those commissioners the survey of that 


point; and in obedience to that instruction they 


made their report. But as to expressing an opin- 


_ton—what did the commissioners say in the con- 


clusion of their report? That— 
** The above details [those of the report] appear to us to 











pril I, 


convey all the information necessary to form a] 
- - oa eey of establishing a naval — etl . 

ace. i iency, in a national poi _ 
cannot be a doubt. The reasous are t Pobviogs ew there uoted, 


00 Obvi 
been too abundantly proclaimed, to require See 
from - oe a location is excellent for a eae 
yard ; but is, perhaps, scarcely sufficient ug 
vessels in need of repairs.” . ¥ Accessible for 


Now, what more decisive could they say? Ty, it 
said the very thing that the Committee on Nard 
Affairs concurred with them in assertin ne You are, t 
was a suitable place for construction, but not for yp your sites 
repairs. Its facilities and advantages asa sitp for we feet al 


a depot of construction were fully admitt 
to the Senator’s objection that there nal _ “and-bank t¢ 
timates accompanying the report, Mr. B. Pointed 


out that, from the very nature of the works p,.. Mam jnow? iD ¢ 

er to form a place of construction, the, sufficiet 
could be no estimates of the expense in advano,. at the ves 
till it was decided what works should be carr Ona ques 


on there, and that was a matter of arrangeme), only in a NS 


at the Navy Department. io the comm 
Mr. BREESE observed that the conclusion « decision tO 
the report quoted by the chairman of the Naya) wroper exer 
Committee had reference to the previous faci th of pru 
stated, supposing these facts to exist, withoy, zestion of 
expressing a decided opinion that they did exis; examninato! 
or that in Memphis alone they were to be found. wume and th 
He made some remarks touching the opinions could be 
expressed in the reportabout the batture on which giving any 
the foundation was to be laid. Mr. W. 
Mr. BAYARD briefly replied, and again point. and showe 
ed to the reportto show that a decided opinion was cure, subje 
expressed. The commissioners in their second were they, 
report, when they went back to examine the site pect any W 
in October, correct any misapprehensions which permanent 
they entertained on their first visit. On their ed by Mer 
first visit the water was high; but on their second these adva 
visit, it was low; and in their second report they much grea 
say: road from 
‘* While the Mississippi continues to run in its present would be 
channel, it would, perhaps, be unnecessary to secure the Jess cost, | 
bank by piles; boarding and filling up would be ample pro- He read 
tection.” * * *  * — “A group of islands im. report to | 
mediately above Memphis divides the river into several de 
branches, which are united again before passing the city. me 
It is thought practicable, to prevent the river from settling Mr. W 
against the Tennessee shore, should it ever appear inclined only & fe’ 
to take that direction, by obstructing the passage between eration. 
two of the islands.”’ cao © 
claims 10 
This was to guard against what had been said places pr 
|in the first report. On their second visit, they sippi. 1 
found the changing of the channel could be effect- ance of § 
ually guarded against by creating an obstruction the great 
between two of the islands, or between one of the men, if | 
| islands and the main shore; which would compel spot by 


the Mississippi to flow in its present channel, matters 





| They state the expense of leveling and filling up, let us 8¢ 
so as to raise the site above all chances of over- lieved, ¥ 
| flow, at $28,920. This showed the practicability, importa 
at that expense of preparing a suitable foundation connect 
for constructing a naval depot at that point; and in the § 
as to the expediency, the commissioners say ex- mense | 
pressly that, ‘‘ of that, there can be no doubt.” ils pop 
Mr. WALKER asked if there was any one bers, 
portion of that report which compared Memphis serve 
with any other point on the Mississippi river, sull far 
and which decided that it was the best? selling 
Mr. BAYARD said, certainly not. portan 
Mr. WALKER observed that then it was a conting 
| blind preference for Memphis, without the slight- nauione 
est regard to either national propriety or the sec- the tee 
tional interests of other portions of the country. region: 
It was like taking a leap in the dark; withoutany it lan 
knowledge, without any other survey, or with- ation, 
out any examination of other sites. Why this served 
partial legislation in favor of Memphis? How plated 
can an honest decision be made? If it is made repair 
upon the information now before the Senate, of wa 
without any regard to other points, it would bea wes 
most unjust and unholy decision. , been 
Taking the whole report, this point not having yond 
been examined by an officer of the topographical the de 
or engineer department, but by naval officers from — 
the sea-board, he would ask, did it furnish satis- nd m 
factory evidence that Memphis was so much su- r 
rior to all other points on the Mississippi that i n 
it should be preferred to all others? What did Nie 
officers trained to sailing on the ocean know about ; “je 
| battures and sand-bars a thousand miles inland? emp 
Now, so far as the commissicners who made the sok 
survey express any decided opinion, it is against pie 
Memphis, on account of the difficulty of access he F 
| to it for vessels requiring repairs. No such ob- 7 
jection existed against Natchez. Mr. W. recap- . 


itulated his arguments of yesterday in favor of of I 









: ; 
Xgichez, a8 a point entitled to preference over 
emphis. : 
. He quoted, from the report of the commis- 
ners, the following passage: 
. [ris stated, by respectable citizens of the place, that, 
c “ or two years past, the batture has gained nothing 
fe oengaces but that every overflow raises it from six to 
a inches higher. To reclaim the part embraced in 
wen it would be necessary to levee the outer edge of it, | 
wea arive piles of great length, at low water,” &e. | 
You are, then, to begin in the water, and raise | 
yp your site, at an expense of $30,000, to six or | 
ere feet above high-water mark; whereas, at | 
Natchez a point can be selected where there is no | 
sand-bank to be made solid; where the bank is | 
wwenty feet above the highest water mark ever 





jown in the memory of man; and where there | 
isa sufficient depth of water at all seasons to_ 
joat the vessels to be constructed. 
Qn a question of such vital importance—not | 
only in a national point of view, but in particular | 
the commerce of the South and West—was a | 
jecision to be made in the dark, ard without a | 


r 


estion of the Senator from Illinois, and have an | 
txamination and estimates made between this | 
ime and the next session of Congress, so that it 
could be Known what grounds there were for | 
giving any point the preference of selection. 

Mr. W. explained how battures were formed, 
and showed that they are, from their very na- 
wre, subject to constant change. So uncertain 
were they, that it appeared preposterous to ex- | 
pect any Work constructed upon them could be 
vermanent. With regard toall the facilities afford- 
ed by Memphis, Mr. W. proceeded to show that | 
these advantages were enjoyed by Natchez toa 


road from Savannah to Vicksburg and Natchez 


would be much sooner completed, and at a much | 
ss cost, than that from Charleston to Memphis. | 
He read other passages of the commissioners’ | 


report to show that no decisive opinion was ex- 
pressed exclusively in favor of Memphis. 


Mr. WOODBURY said he intended to offer || 


only a few remarks on the subject under consid- 
eration. 


| and naval manufactures, such as the chairman 


oper examination? He asked, was it not the || 
yah of prudence and wisdom to adopt the sug- || 


His object was not to advocate the | 
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to water, for frigates; or the Dry Tortugas, where thorized to select an officer of the Navy of the rank of post 


the water wasdeepenough forall kindsof vessels. 
Confine the design of the measure, then, to 
steam vessels, and a depot for certain naval stores | 


| (Mr. Bavarp] hasalluded to, and Mr. W. thought 
no great difference could exist in the Senate as 
to the propriety of the leading object of the meas- 
ure. 

Depots could be made even higher up than 
Memphis or Cairo, in a time of apprehension look- | 
ing to the lakes; and others as low down as Nat- 
chez or Baton Rouge, looking to the Gulf. Sci- 
entific nautical men might, on examination, pro- 
pose more than one; and, magne a doubt, might || 
regard the building of steamboats, suitable to aid || 
in the protection of our commerce in the Gulf, as || 
at times more economical and safe than in the 
remote North. '] 

Though a northern man, and fully impressed 
with the skill of our northern shipbuilders, yet 
| he was well aware that, in time of war, it might 
not always do to expose the vessels to capture or || 
shipwreck, in the long voyage round the penin- 
| sula of Florida to the shores of the Southwest. It 
om in some emergencies, be vastly important | 
to have new ones nearer, as well as facilities for || 
repairing old ones, and procuring many neces- | 
| sary supplies. Place the latter, then, in deposit 

on the Mississippi; build there, and have means | 
| to build and furnish suitable steamboats for the 
Gulf. Forewarned be forearmed. | 

What, then, do we differ about? It is merely 

the point on the Mississippi where to commence 








|| these essential operations. If that river were like 


| Staten Island, or old Point Comfort, or Boston || 


|| harbor, little difficulty would exist in the selec- 
much greater extent. He contended that the rail- | 


tion of a place. But, instead of its being a single 
point, it was a line of three thousand miles; and 
itself and its tributaries studded with beautiful 
and enterprising cities, each emulous in the race 
for wealth and power. 

On what part of the line, then, should our labors 
begin? ‘This was the whole obstacle, in his ap- 
prehension. No person had explored the whole 
|| with a view to this, and ranged up even to Lou- 





daims in controversy of any of the different 


places proposed for a naval depot on the Missis- | 


sippi. It would be rather to show the import- 
ance of some such depot and steamboat yard on 
the great western waters, and to reconcile gentle- 
men, if possible, to a selection of the particular 


spot by professional men, more skilled in these | 


matters than ourselves. In order to harmonize, 
let us see Wherein we differ. Few of us, he be- 
lieved, were now not deeply impressed with the 
importance of extending public attention to topics 
connected with the naval defenses of the country 
in the Southwest. As the commerce of the im- 
mense valley of the Mississippi increased, and 
iis population made such rapid strides in num- 
bers, power, and wealth, they required and de- 
served more protection. And when we looked 
sull further westward—to our relations nearer the 


selting san—none could be insensible to the im- || 


portance of due preparation to meet any probable 
contingencies in defense of national rights and 
national honor. 
the teeth, 


ts language too broad, and, in its common accept- 
ation, liable to mislead and to excite some unde- 
served prejudice against its object. It contem- 
plated not only a naval depot, but a yard for. 
repairing as well as building all kinds of ships || 
of war, as well as mere steamboats. Now, this | 
was decidedly going too far for the draught of || 
water at the mouth of the Mississippi, and be- |. 
yond what was required there in connection with | 
the defense of the Gulf of Mexico. Only eigh- | 
teem feet water at the Balize would be too little | 
for most frigates, and all vessels of a larger size; 
and to think of constructing such vessels within 
the mouth of the river—even at New Orleans or 


Natchez, much less at Memphis or Cairo—was | 


ill-judged, and, he presumed, was not really con- 
templated by the friends of the bill. But the 
mover of it (Mr. Foster] evidently desired onl 

& place of deposit for naval wtores, and for build- 
ing steam vessels of war of a medium size. If |; 
he did not, the place for repair and building must \ 
be at the north, on the Atlantic; or if in the Gulf 
of Mexico, at Pensacola, which might answer, as 





If necessary, let us be armed to | 
i But, vast as were the interests and | 
regions affected by the proposed bill, he thought | 


isville, Cincinnati, and Pittsburg, excellent places 

for some kinds of boat-building, and still better . 
|| for some kinds of deposits and manufactures con- 

|, nected with naval operations. 
|| Memphis alone had been examined with this 
|| view—but not the others. Was it not, then, ju- 
|| dicious to have the others critically looked into 
| by skillful professional men before we selected ? 
i! Was it not proper for the public? It was of no 
| Consequence whether any of these cities had re- 
|| quested it or not; but do not the public interests; 
|| do not our convictions of public duty demand that 
| all should be examined before we decide? He 
|| thought they did. And, in order to satisfy gen- 
|| tlemen and the country that delay was not the 
| object of such a proposition, he, for one, was 
|| ready now to make the whole appropriation de- 


| 


|| sired, if the bill was only amended so as to re- || 
| quire a full examination, and report by scientific 
men, before it was expended, and authorize the 

\| Executive or Navy Department to expend it at 
i| eg recommended by those men. 

e was in favor of keeping all such selections 
separated from party, political, personal, or local 
interests. He, though a party man, wished to 
sever such business from all kinds of party influ- 
ence; and hence, was willing to leave the selec- 
| tion entirely to professional and skillful officers, 











captain, and such skillful and competent topographical en- 


| gineer or engineers as he may designate to be associated 


with such naval officer, whose duty it shall be to make an 


| accurate, minute, and scientific examination of some point 
|| at or near the mouth of the Ohio; of Memphis, in the State 
| of Tennessee; and of Natchez, in the State of Mississippi 


with a view solely to the capabilities and advantages of 


; each of said places for a naval depot and yard for building, 


equipping, furnishing, and repairing steamships and other 
vessels-of-war for the use of the Navy of the United States; 
who shall report to Congress, at its next session, a detailed 
and faithful statement of the several advantages and capa- 
bilities of each of the said points, and a separate detailed 


| statement and estimate of the expense attending the con- 


struction of said depot and yard, basing the same upon ac- 
curate scientific examinations and surveys, to be made by 
said engineer or engineers, under the superintendence of 
the officer of the Navy to be appointed as aforesaid ; and, 
for the purposes aforesaid, the sum of $5,000 be, and the 
same is hereby, appropriated out of any money in the Treas- 
ury not otherwise appropriated. 


Amend the title of the bill as follows: 

A bill to provide for a scientific examination and survey 
of certain points on the western waters, with a view to the 
selection of a suitable place for a naval depot and yard. 


The question was then taken; and resulted in 
the negative—yeas 13, nays 27; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Atherton, Bagby, 
Breese, Buchanan, Clayton, Fairfield, Haywood, Stur- 
geon, Tappan, Walker, and Woodbury—13. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Choate, Crit- 
tenden, Dayton, Evans, Foster, Francis, Fulton, Hannegan, 
Huger, Huntington, Jarnagin, McDuffie, Mangum, Mer- 


| rick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Rives, Sevier, Sim- 


mons, Upham, White, and Woodbridge—27. 
So the amendment was rejected. 


The ee recurred upon the amendment 
proposed by the Committee on Naval Affairs; 
which was adopted, as follows: 


That the President of the United States be, and he is 
hereby, authorized to selectand purchase a site for a navy 
yard and depot at the city of Memphis, in the State of 
‘Tennessee, and to erect such buildings and make such im 
provements thereon as may be necessary for the construc 
tioa ard repair, and for the accommodation and supply of 
vessels of war of the United States; and that the Presi 
dent be authorized and empowered to purchase any water 
rights which may be required to propel the machinery ap- 
pertaining to said navy-yard, or which may be useful in the 
operations of said navy-yard: and that he be further em 
powered to receive any donations of land, water rmghts, or 
rights of way, which the authorities of the city of Mem 
phis, or any other body corporate, or any person or persons. 
may deem proper to make or grant to the Government of 
the United States; and that the sum of $100,000 be appro 
priated to the objects aforesaid, out of any money in the 
‘Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 


The bill was reported back to the Senate, and 
the amendment was concurred in. 
The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading. 
JOHN G. TIBBATTS. 
Mr. HAYWOOD, from the Committee on 


Claims, made an adverse report on the claim of 
John G. Tibbatts; which was ordered to be 
printed, 

On motion of Mr. HAYWOOD, the Senate 


adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, April 11, 1844. 

The Journal having been read, 

The SPEAKER said that the first business in 
order was the report of the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs on the subject of Hayti, and the motion 
of the chairman to print ten thousand extra copies 
of said report. 

EASTERN HARBOR BILL. 
Mr. TIBBATTS moved a suspension of the 


disconnected with our political turmoils. 

In the case of the dry-docks, several years ago, 
the struggle was so severe to obtain them at dif- 
ferent places, that a similar course was then 
adopted in order to obviate further delay and dis- 
sension; and he trusted it might be imitated on 
this occasion. If it was, he would vote for the 


| bill; but if it was not, he should feel obliged to 
|| Support the amendment providing for a survey of 
| the different sites before a selection was made 
among them. 

| The yeas and nays were called for and ordered, 
| on Mr. Breese’s amendment; which, at the re- 
| quest of some Senators, was read by the Secre- 
| tary of the Senate, as follows: 





rules, to enable him to submita resolution to 
terminate debate in the Committee of the Whole 
on the eastern harbor bill at two o’clock to-day. 
Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL asked if his motion 
of yesterday had not the precedence of that mo- 
tion? . 
Mr. DEAN asked if it would be in order to 
move for a suspension of the rules, to enable him 
| to move that the bill regulating the pay of the 
Navy be taken up? 
‘The SPEAKER said that the gentleman from 
| Kentucky [Mr. Tisspatts} had already moved 
for a.suspension of the rules, and his motion had 
precedence over all others. 
Mr. ELMER called for the previous question, 





Strike out all after the enacting clause, and in- 
sert: 


That, for the purpose of selecting a suitable site for a na- 
vai depot and yard at some point on the western waters, 
the President of the United States be, and he is hereby, au- 


which was seconded. 
Mr. WHITE asked the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky to allow him to add an amendment to his 
| resolution, to extend the time one hour; but the 
|| motion was not in order at that time. * 
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~ Mr. WHITE called for the yeas and nays on | States had been disposed of; that but fifteen 


ordering the main question, which being ordered, 
were taken, and resulted—yeas 115, nays 43. 


|| minutes remained, and the appropriations for ten 
|| States had not been reached; that he, as a Rep- 


The quesuon was thén put on the adoption of | resentative of the State of Georgia, was inter- 


the resolution, and it was agreed to. 


SCHOONER AMISTAD. 


The next question was on the motion of Mr. 
C. J. Ineersoxs, to print ten thousand extra 


copies of the report made yesterday by the Com- | 


mittee on Foreign Affairs, accompanying a bill 
for the relief of the Spanish owners of the schoon- 
er Amistad. 


Mr. WHITE moved to amend the resolution | 
by adding a proposition to print ten thousand | 


extra copies of the report made yesterday from 


the Committee on Manufactures, on the subject | 
/ 


of the tariff. 
Mr. RATHBUN called for a division of the 


question, 


Mr. C. JOHNSON said the practice which had | 
sprung up of printing reports from committees | 
was becoming a greatevil. They had, in some | 


cases, reports from individual members of com- 


mittees, and the printing of such reports by the | 


House was in fact the publishing, at the public 


expense, of the speeches or arguments of mem- | 
bers of the House, on subjects in which those | 


members felt an interest. 
Mr. WHITE said this case differed from those 


to which the gentleman from Tennessee referred, | 


for the reports here were made by direction of a 
majority of the committee. 

Mr.C. JOHNSON said he perfectly understood 
it. Members wrote reports, and then they were 


brought into the House with the sanction of ma- | 


jorities of committees. He should vote against 
the printing of these extra copies. 
Mr. HUDSON made a few remarks in favor of | 
the amendment. 
Mr. J. BRINKERHOFF moved the previous | 
uesuon. 
: Mr. SIMONS called for the yeas and nays. | 
Mr. ©. JOHNSON moved to lay the resolution | 
and amendment on the table. 
The yeas and nays were called for and taken, | 
and resulted—yeas 88, nays 85. 
So the motion was laid on the table. 


HARBORS AND RIVERS. 


On motion of Mr. TIBBATTS, the rules were 
suspended, and the House resolved itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, (Mr. Davis, of Indiana, in the chair,) and | 
resumed the consideration of bill No. 203, reported | 
from the Committee on Commerce, making ap- 
»ropriations for the improvement of certain har- | 
oe and rivers. 

The pending question being on the amendment | 
proposed by Mr. Rogers, to appropriate $5,000 | 
for the further improvement of the harbor at | 
Whitehall, on Lake Champlain, 

Mr. ROGERS urged upon the committee the 
necessity of making an appropriation for this | 
harbor, through which a large amount of com- 
merce was conveyed—the whole commerce of the 
lake amounting to between six and seven miilions 
annually. 

The amendment wasalso advocated by Messrs. 
STETSON and DOUGLAS, and opposed by 
Messrs. T. SMITH and McCLELLAND. 


‘The discussion wasfurther continued by Messrs. | 


WELLER, STETSON, SAMPLE, WHITE, 
STEENROD, T.SMITH, HAMMETT, WIN- 
THROP, and C.J. INGERSOLL—the three lat- 


ter gentlemen entering into explanations in rela- | 
tion to the expenditures for the Boston custom- | 


house, and the responsibility for so large and so 
continuous an appropriation of the public money. 


Mr. BRENGLE next addressed the commit- | 


tee. 
Mr. STILES stated that when it was determ- 
ined by the vote of the House that the harbor 


bill, then under discussion, should be taken out | 
of committee at two o’clock, it was under the | 
supposition that the short time which intervened | 


would be confined to a discussion of the merits 


of the several appropriations which remained; | 


but, instead of a strict compliance with that sup- 
position, almost the whole time had been occu- 


pied in party discussions and eternal disputes; | 


that the bill contained the items of appropria- 
tions for fifteen States and Territories, and that 
four hours had been consumed and only four 


| if not the only outlet, amounted even at the pres- 


| cation toremove. Besides the inland navigation 


ested in an appropriation for the Savannah river, 
which was near the end of the bill; and he asked, 
what time would be allowed him to explain the | 
| merits of that appropriation? That if he had 
| only been allowed time, he would have explained || 
by reference to the recommendations of Colonel || 
| Abert, and the report of Captain Mackey, of the 
| corps of topograpical engineers, who, under the 
direction of the Government, had surveyed that 
river from a point several miles above the city to || 
the sea; and that, according to his estimate, the || 
sum of $70,000 was absolutely necessary for the 
improvement of the navigation of the Savannah 
| river; and that an appropriation of less than 
$50,000 would not only be attended with little or 
| no benefit, but involve the hazard of a total loss 
of such lesser sum as might be appropriated. | 
He could have shown, if he had only the time, 
_ that it was an appropriation demanded upon 
| every principle of equity and justice; demanded 
by the commercial importance of the city of 
| Savannah; demanded on account of the small 
amount which the State of Georgia had ever re- 
ceived for this object from the General Govern- || 
| ment; and demanded, above all, because the ob- 
structions designed to be removed were placed in | 
that river by the authorities of that day, for the | 
purposes of national defense. 

W hat time, he asked, was allowed him to ex- 
| plain the commercial importance of Savannah? 
| ‘The commercial importance of that city was 

scarcely known. The value of the productions 
| of which that river might be considered the chief, 








ent depressed prices, to upwards of nine million 
dollars, and was daily increasing; whilst it | 
formed the channel through which were imported 
nearly all the supplies of Georgia, the southwest 
arts of South Carolina, and portions of Alabama, | 
‘lorida, Tennessee, and North Carolina. The || 
exports and imports, by an official statement |, 
which he had from the Chamber of Commerce of || 
Savannah, amounted to upwards of twenty two 
million annually. ‘The city was one of the health- | 
iest in the country. The bar, one of the finest 
inlets from the ocean, far surpassed it in facility 
| and plainness of entrance. A perfect stranger, || 
it was said, with a coasting pilot in his hand, 
even during a gale, could run over the bar into || 
good and safe anchorage. The river was the | 
deepest of the southern rivers, and afforded every || 
facility for navigation, until you reached the ob- 
structions which it was the object of this appli- 


to the city of Savannah, from the whole southern || 


| of national defense, might be restored. The fact 


| enemy was evidence irresistible that there was 
| no natural obstruction. If the depth of the chan- 


| admit the large war ships of the enemy, there 


| tioned by the authority constituted at that crisis, 
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that time would develop on this subject; and 
ten years’ experience would exhibit results whi 
the most excited imagination would not now 

ture even to predict. wa 

What time was allowed him, he asked to sh 
that this amendment and appropriation were 
manded on account of the small amount Whi a 
the State of Georgia had ever received for re 
object? He had before him an estimate showing 
the imports and eel as well as the differes 
amounts which each State had received for a 
nal improvements, from the commencement of y 
Government to the present time. Accordino ; 
that statement, the State of Georgia, with an & 
port trade of nearly $9,000,000, annually, had re. 
ceived only the pitiful sum of $151,250 05; th. 
little State of Delaware, with an export trade of 
$36,844, had received $1,306,682 28. The State 
of Georgia furnished, according to these stay. 
ments, one twelfth of the exports of the country. 
and if this division of the public money bore any 
comparison to the commercial importance of the 
different sections of the country, Georgia, fury. 
ishing one twelfth of the exports, should haye 
one twelfth of the amount devoted to this object 
viz: $19,262,309 37; instead of that, she had re 
ceived one tenth of one twelfth. He might refer 
to other States, but comparisons were odious, and 
he passed them by. He had referred to them not 
to create a prejudice against those States, by 
simply to show that, even if Georgia got the 
$50,000 now asked by the amendment, she would 
not be even then receiving anything like a pro- 
portion. 

It was most of all demanded because the ob. 
structions were placed there for national defense, 
He had before him the most ample and incontro. 
vertible evidence of that fact. 

This appropriation was not (as was the case 
with some petty towns of the lakes) asked for the 
purpose of making a harbor where nature never 
designed one; but it was asked simply to restore 
a harbor which nature had bestaiont aad which 
necessity had taken away. It was asked on! 
that the advantages which nature had bestowed, 
and of which they had been deprived for the sake 


of the want of an artificial obstruction to the 


nel of the river had not been sufficiently great to 


would clearly have been no necessity for sinking 
wrecks to prevent their approach to the city. 
The measure of sinking those wrecks was sanc- 


and was justified by the supposed emergency, and 
was not a departure from the. ordinary mode 
adopted on such occasions. Not forty miles from 


coast, and from Macon, Augusta, and Charles- || this spot, were we now sit in legislation, in the 
ton, it was in the course of connection by her || Chesapeake, were vessels, during the last war, 
railroads with the entire West. Already there | sunk, opposite to Fort McHenry, to prevent the 
were railroads from Savannah to the Tennessee || approach of the British to Baltimore, and which, 
river, the whole of which were graded, and the || as the records of Congress which he held would 


|| greater part of the distance at this moment in || 
|, successful operation. As soon as these works 
| were finished—which would be in the course of | 
| a very few years—they should, in Georgia, have || 
_ opened to thema steamboat navigation, extending || 
|, to ten States and two Territories of this Union—a | 
|| connection with the Westand the Atlantic which | 
| neither nature nor art would be able to obstruct; | 
|| which would neither be blocked up, like the north- 
|| ern communications, by the ice of winter, nor | 
‘| yet, like the southern hazardous channel, be 
closed up in time of war by the naval power of | 
an enemy. 
|| It was not reflected that the nearest point from 
| the confluence of the Ohio and Mississippi rivers 





| to the Atlantic coast was the city of Savannah, 
| whilst the proposed connection of that city and 
| the West would be less than one half the distance 
| that it was by the present channels of communi- 
cation. Congress might expend millions in im- 
proving the navigation of the lakes and canals on 
the one hand, or exhaust the most liberal appro- | 
priations in fortifying the Tortugas on the other; | 
but the people of Georgia entertained little fear 
|, but that the trade of the mighty West would take 
its shortest and safest—its surest and cheapest, 
route to the Atlantic through the State of Geor- 
| gia, They had little fear but that the most high- 
|, wrought visions of enthusiasm would soon dwin- 
| dle into insignificance before the splendid realities 


show, had been long since raised by the Govern- 
ment, by means of an appropriation for that ob- 
ject, of $250,000. In every instance when, in the 
course of national defense, it became necessary 
to take or destroy property—to burn a house, lay 
waste a field, or commit any other devastation— 
the Government had never hesitated a moment to che 
remove the injury, or compensate for the loss; | 
and wherein did such a case vary from this, ex- 
cept that there the injury or damage could, by 
some computation, be ascertained, whereas here 
it was incalculable? He had not the vanity to 
believe that anything he could say would change 
a vote; but he did firmly and confidently trust i 
the magnanimity and justice of the House, that 
they would pass the amendment; that they wou 
remove the obstructions; that they would oblit- 
erate, now and forever, these monuments of na- 
tional injustice. one 

Here Mr. Stizes was cut off by the expiration 
of the hour. 

At two o’clock, the CHAIRMAN announced 
that the hour had arrived when, in pursuance ‘ 
the resolution adopted this morning, the commit- 
tee must proceed to vote on the pending amend- 
ments, and as such as may be offered. The 
pending amendment was that offered by the gen- 
tleman from New York, (Mr. Rocers,)} “pee 
— $5,000 for Whitehall harbor, on Lake 
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